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[NGON NGU HOC VA VIET NGU HQC |

PHAN ’l’“iCH‘DIEl\j NGON
PA PHUONG THUC HINH ANH TRUC QUAN

TRONG MOT GIAO TRINH Y KHOA

PHAM BiCH NGQC*

TOM TAT: Trong su phat trién khong ngimg cua li thuyét phéan tich dién ngon, phuong phap
phan tich dién ngon da phuong thirc la mét hudng nghién ciru méi, chu trong dén cac tin hiéu giao
tiép ngoai ngdn ngit, chang han nhu hinh anh, mau sac. Li thuyét phan tich dién ngon da thirc cua
Kress va van Leewen (2006) dd mang lai budc tién quan trong trong nghién ciru dién ngon gin lién
v6i tin hi¢u hinh anh. Trong qua trinh giang day ngon ngit bién soan tai lidu tiéng Anh, hinh anh tryc
quan déng mot vai trd quan trong trong viée thic day hidu qua tai liéu giang day, dong thoi kich thich
hing thu ctia nguoi hoc thong qua cac phuong phap sang tao hon. Nghién ctru nay khdo sat tdm hinh
anh tryc quan trong mot gido trinh y khoa theo khung phéan tich hinh anh ctia Kress va van Leeuwen
(2006). Két qua nghién ctru chi ra vai tro quan trong cua hinh anh nhu mot nguén luc tao nghia.

TU KHOA: Pa phuong thirc; phén tich dién ngdn; hinh anh truc quan; gido trinh y khoa; ngudn
tao nghia.

NHAN BALI: 18/01/2025. BIEN TAP-CHINH SUA-DUYET DANG: 15/03/2025

1. it van dé

Hinh anh tryc quan dong vai trd quan trong trong qua trinh day va hoc, gop phan nang cao higu
qua cua tai liéu giang day. Hinh anh giip nguoi hoc nhén thire nglr canh y nghia cua van ban trong
gido trinh. “Pé dap tng nhu cau cua thé gidi thi gidc ngay nay, hinh anh minh hoa dong vai tro la
cong cu giang day co gia tri, giup mit nhin thiy nhing diéu c6 thé tuéng twong dugc” (Evan, Watson
va Willows, 1978, tr.86). Do do, tai li¢u truc quan dugc dinh nghia la phuong tién ma nguoi day va
ngudi hoc ¢6 thé sir dung dé nang cao viéc hoc ngdn ngir trong 16p hoc (Jahangard, 2007, tr.139).

Lu"ong thong tin hoc duoc thong qua cdc phuong tién triee quan nhw minh hoa khd ndng hiéu, danh
gid va tgo ra hinh anh truc quan” (Satnley, 1996; Roohani va Saeidfar, 2013, tr.82). Hinh anh minh
hoa kém theo giai thich van ban ciing c6 thé gitip ngudi nhan thirc & mirc d6 cao hon. Vi vay, hinh
anh tryc quan giup ngudi hoc lién két véi tai liéu hoc tdp qua nhitng phuong phép c6 y nghia, vi du
nhu giup ngudi hoc chudn bj mot bai tap, nhiém vu hoic hoat dong.

Khi phén tich hinh anh trong gido trinh, Torres (2015) da ap dung ngir phap hinh anh cua Kress va
van Leeuwen (2006) dé kiém tra mot cudn sach giao khoa tiéng Anh duoc day tai mot truong Dai
hoc & Han Qudc. Nghlen ctru cho thdy “trong mét s6 trwong hop, thong diép hinh anh mau thuan VOi
thong diép ngon ngir” (tr.250), phan anh h¢ tu tudng gan lién vé6i vin ban va hinh anh. M6t s6 nghién
ctru ctia Iran d4 xem xét khia canh tryc quan va thim my cua sach day tiéng Anh trong h¢ thong giao
duc. Vi du, Rouhani va Saidfar (2013) dé nghién ciru cac thanh phan truc quan trong sach hudng dan
trong h¢ thdng gido duc trude day. Tl cac cude phong van véi nhiéu gido vién va hoc sinh, ho chi ra
rang gido vién sir dung nhiéu hinh anh trong sach lién quan dén muc tiéu giao duc. Nghién clru cua
Tahririan & Sadri (2013, tr.7) ciing dd phén tich cac hinh anh trong sach phd thong cua hé thng gido
duc truée ddy bang mé hinh Kress va van Leeuwen (2006) cho thiy hinh anh chwa duoc sir dung diy
du trong viée giang day ngdn ngir, gy kho khin trong viéc biéu dat va tuong tac cac khai niém.

Phén tich dién ngdn da phuong thirc, bt dau tir nhitng nam 1990, da thu hut sy quan tAm 16n cua
cac hoc gia trong va ngoai nude, dic biét 1a cac nha ngdn ngir hoc chirc ning. Ho chuyén hudng
nghién ctru biéu twong xa hoi clia ngdn ngir sang cac phwong thirc giao tiép da phurong thirc nhu hinh
anh, giong néi va chuyén dong. Theo Palridge (2012), muyc tiéu ctia phuong phap nay 1a “tim hiéu
cach cac van ban da phwong thirc dwoc tao ra va cdach cac cong cu ki hiéu nhu mau sdac, bé cuc, tiéu
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diém va vi tri tao ra y nghia trong cdc van ban ndy”. Tran Kim Phuong (2013) ciing khing dinh phan
tich dién ngdn da phuong thirc gitip hiéu vin ban mot cach sau sac va toan dién hon. Hién nay, trong
gido duc y khoa cua Viét Nam con thiéu nghién ctru vé phén tich dién ngdn da  phuong thire v6i hinh
anh trong gido trinh y khoa va méi lién hé ciia chung v6i chuc niang va dic diém cua hinh anh. Hinh
anh tryc quan trong giao trinh y khoa khong chi la cong cu giang day ma con dong vai tro quyet dinh
ndi dung va tinh chat ctia qua trinh hoc tap va giang day. Vi vay, nghién ctru nay huéng dén viéc
phan tich dién ngon da phuong thic hinh anh truc quan ciia gido trinh y khoa va vai tro cta chiing
trong muc dich gido duc.

2. Co s li thuyét

2.1. Phén tich dién ngén da phwong thirc (Multimodal Discourse Analysis)

Da phuong thirc (Multimodality) duoc hiéu 1a nhitng cach thire st dung nhiéu tin hiéu (ngdn ngi,
hinh anh, 4m thanh...) dong thoi dé tao ra y nghia. Theo nghia co ban, da phuong thirc 1a su két hop
cac dang thirc van ban, 4m thanh va hinh anh nhim hién thyc héa chirc ning giao tiép (Lu. X. va
Dianning Q., 2014). Phan tich dién ngdn da phuong thuc lién quan dén 1i thuyét va phan tich cac
ngudn luc ki hidu hoc va sy méd rong ngir nghia trong cac hién tuong da van hoa. Cac nha nghién ctru
trong linh vuc nay tim cach “xdc dinh danh hwéng cia phwong thirc déi véi y nghia trong mét boi
canh nhdt dinh, tdp trung vao sw tuwong tdc dong thoi giita nhiéu hé thong ki hiéu hoc” (Baldry va
Thibault, 2006, tr.31).

Phén tich dién ngén da phuong thirc 1a mot cach tiép can nghién ciru lién quan dén su két hop
gilra cac phuong thire khac nhau dé truyén tai thong diép. Dién ngdn nay c6 thé bao gdbm ‘ngon ngir
viét, hinh anh, va cac yéu t6 phi ngdn ngtr khac. Phuong phap nay cho phep hiéu rd hon méi quan hé
gilta cac yéu t6 ngir nghia trong mot bdi canh cu thé. Phan tich didn ngén da phuong thic bit dau
phat trién tir cong trinh ctua Kress and van Leeuwen (1996) “Reading Images: The Grammar of
Visual Design”. Vi cong trinh nay, Kress and van Leeuwen d3 xay dung nén tang cho tin hiéu hoc
hinh anh, dua ra khung li thuyét va phuong phap phén tich tin hiéu hinh anh trong dién ngon. Phan
tich dién ngdn da phuong thirc duge xay dung trén nén tang khung li thuyét Ngon ngir hoc chire nang
hé¢ thong cia M.A K. Halliday. Kress va van Leeuwen (1996) di miéu ta giao tiép bang hinh anh
trong cac van ban nhu tap chi, sach gido khoa, truyén tranh...Dya trén bo cong cu phan tich dién
ngon cua Ngon ngit hoc chirc nang cua Halliday, Kress va van Leeuwen (1996) da xay dung bg cong
cu phan tich hinh anh. Hinh anh ciing twong ty nhu ngon ngit, c¢6 thé mo ta cac qua trinh, cic tham
thé tham gia trong cic qua trinh, cac chu canh trong d6 cac tham thé va qua trinh duoc biéu hién.
Ngén tir va hinh anh 14 hai tin hiéu khac nhau, hé théng biéu hién cac siéu chirc ning cua chung vi
vay cling khac nhau.

2.2. Ngir phap hinh dnh

Dua trén khung 1i thuyét ngit phap chirc ning hé thong, nhidu nha nghién ctru da 4p dung dé phan
tich cac phuong thirc ctia dién ngén. Mo hinh ngit phap hinh anh ctia Kress va Leeuwen (1996, 2006)
chi ra rang hinh anh c6 thé hién thyc héa ba siéu chirc nang: chirc ning ¥ niém, chirc ning lién nhan
va chirc nang van ban. Cac chirc nang nay dugc hién thuc hoa qua ba binh dién cua ngir phap hinh
anh: nghia Trinh bay (Representation), nghia Tuong tac (Interaction), va nghia T6 chic
(Composition) (2006, tr.15). Ngit phap thiét ké hinh anh cta Kress va Leeuwen (1996, 2006) tap
trung vao ngr phap cua hinh anh. Kress va Leeuwen (1996, 2006) phat trién khung li thuyét cia
Halliday (1985) vé ki hiéu hoc xa hoi nhd viéc phan tich cac yéu té cua hinh anh. Piu nay mang lai
huéng tiép can da phuong thirc dbi voi ki hiéu hoc xi hoi. Ca hai dwa ra khai niém “ngit phap hinh
anh” (visual grammar) trong viéc phan tich mé hinh gdm 3 loai nghia: nghia y niém (ideational
meamng) nghia lién nhan (interpersonal meaning) va nghia van ban (textual meaning). Ttr do, ho
chi ra “tam quan trong ctia giao tiép hinh anh” ciing gidng nhu giao tiép bang ngén ngit (Jones, 2012,
tr.220). Kress va Leeuwen (1996) 1am rd su phén tich ngdn ngit chirc nang v&i nghién ctiu vé ngit
phap thiét k& hinh anh.
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2.3. Khung ngir phdp thiét ké hinh dnh ciia Kress va van Leeuwen (2006)

Nghién ciru nay ap dung Khung ngit phap thiét ké hinh anh cta Kress va van Leeuwen (2006).
Phién ban dau tién cta khung nghién ctru nay ra doi vao nam 1996 va dugc stra d6i vao nam 2006.
V& ban chét, md hinh nay dwoc phat trién dé phan tich hinh anh, 14 su chuyén thé tir Ngir phéap chirc
ning hé théng cua Halliday (1985), nghién ctru cac siéu chirc nang khac nhau cua ngén ngit. Khung
nghién ciru sau nay bao gom ba si€u chirc nang chinh: kinh nghiém, lién nhén va tao van ban. Déi voi
siéu chtrc ning kinh nghiém, Halliday cho rang “bdt ki phuwong thire ki hiéu hoc nao ciing phdi c6
khad nang thé hién cdc khia canh cia thé gi6i nhw con ngudi trdi nghiém” (Kress va van Leeuwen,
2006, tr.42). Noi cach khac, ngdn ngit 1a sw mo ta dic diém cua nhimng gi duoc tim thay trong thé gidi
thuc. Mit khac, siéu chiic nang giita cic ca nhan kham pha mdi quan hé hién c6 giita nguoi tao ra
mdt dau hiéu nhét dinh, ddu hidu d6 va nguoi nhan ra ddu hiéu d6. Siéu chirc ning vin ban clia ngdn
ngit lién quan dén cac cong cu gin két dugc st dung dé truyén tai mot thong diép nhat dinh (Kress va
van Leeuwen, 20006).

Trong Ngit phap thiét ké hinh anh duoc phat trién dé phén tich hinh anh, Kress va van Leeuwen
(2006) da phan biét ba siéu chirc nang, dugc minh hoa trong Hinh 1 dudi day.

Processes

Representational J Participants

Circumstances

Contact
leelzi@gtwiggg< Interactive J Social distance

Subjectivity

Information value

Compositional J Salicnee

Framing

Hinh 1. M6 hinh siéu chirc nang cua Kress va van Leeuwen (2006)

Siéu chuc ning biéu dat (Representational metafunction): phan anh ndi dung ma hinh anh thé
hién, bao gé)rn cac sy vat, su vi€c, hay cac khai niém ma hinh anh mudn truyén tai. Si€u chirc nang
biéu dat bao gdm ba yéu t chinh: qué trinh (processes), ngudi tham gia (participants) va hoan canh
(circumstances). Qué trinh (processes) bao gom qué trinh twdng thuat (narrative processes) va qué
trinh khai niém (conceptual processes). Qua trinh tuong thuat xay ra trong nhimg hinh anh thé hién
mot hanh dong nhét dinh duoc biét dén nhiéu nhat 1a “vecto™ trong khi qua trinh khai niém dugc tim
thdy trong nhiing hinh anh khéng c6 hanh dong cu thé. Nguoi tham gia (participants) dugc chia thanh
nguoi tham gia dai dién (represented participants) bao gom trong hinh anh va nguoi tham gia tuong
tac (interactive participants) bao gdm nguoi thiét ké hinh dnh va nguoi xem hinh anh. Cac tinh hudng
(circumstances) trong khung ngit phéap truc quan bao gdm cac tinh hudng vi trf tién canh (foreground)
va hau canh (background).

Si€u chirc nang tuong tac (Interactive metafunction): lién quan dén mdi quan h¢ giira nguoi xem
va hinh anh, bao gdbm goc nhin, anh nhin cta nhan vat, va su tiép can ciia ngudi xem vo1 hinh anh.

Si€u chirc nang cau thanh (Compositional metafunction): lién quan den cach cac yéu tb trong hinh
anh duogc sap XEp va t6 chirc dé tao thanh mot cAu tric c6 y nghia, bao gom ti 1¢, vi tri va mdi quan hé
gilta cac yéu tb trong khong gian.
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3. Phwong phap nghién ciru

Nghién ctru nay van dung khung li thuyét nglt phap hinh dnh (The Grammar of Visual Design
Theory) cta Kress va van Leeuwen (2006) dé phan tich ngit liéu hinh anh dugc bo tri vatao y nghla
biéu dat trong mot gido trinh y khoa. Tam hinh anh tryc quan dugc lya chon ngiu nhién trong gido
trinh Medical Terminology: A Living Language clia Bonnie F. Fremgen, Suzanne S. Frucht (2016).
Gido trinh nay la mét tai liéu quan trong trong viéc giang day thudt ngt y khoa, st dung hinh anh
minh hoa dé hd tro sinh vién trong viéc tiép thu va ghi nhd cac khai niém phuce tap. Dac biét, hinh
anh trong gi4o trinh nay dong vai trd trung tim trong viéc giai thich cac thuat ngit va céu tric co thé
con ngudi, gitp sinh vién hiéu sdu hon vé ndi dung. Nghién ctru dinh tinh mé ta dugc thyuc hién voi
tung hinh 4nh truc quan trong gido trinh thong qua moé hinh ngir phap hinh anh do Kress va van
Leeuwen (2006) phat trién.

4. Két qua nghién ciru va ban luin

4.1. Siéu chirc ning biéu dat (Representational metafunction)

Céc hinh anh trong gido trinh chu yéu mang tinh minh hoa, cung cép cac thong tin can thiét dé
nguoi hoc hiéu va nhan dién cac bd phén co thé nguoi va cac thuat ngit y khoa.

Hinh 2 “Reviewing a patient’s chart” (Xem xeét ho6 so bénh nhan) miéu ta mot bac si va y ta dang
nghién ctru hd so bénh 4n ciia bénh nhan. P6i twong thé hién 1a con nguoi (bac si, bénh nhan), hinh
anh nay khong chi don gian 1a mot canh quay, ma con thé hién mdi quan hé giita bac si va bénh nhan
trong boi canh 1am sang.

Hinh 2. Reviewing a patient’s chart (Bonme}; Fremgen, Suzanne S. Frucht, 2016, tr.1 5)
Hinh 3 “A stress test on a treadmill” (Klem tra strc bén trén may chay bd) mo ta qua trinh kiém tra
sirc khoe ctia bénh nhan, diéu nay giup nguoi hoc hiéu cac quy trinh kiém tra y té co ban.

Hinh 3. A stress test on a treadmill (Bonie F. Femgen, Suzanne S. Frucht, 2016, tr.163)
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4.2. Siéu chirc nang twong tac (Interactive metafunction)

Chirc ning tuong tac dugc thé hién qua sy lién két giita ngudi xem va cac hinh anh. Cach hinh
anh dugc duoc phan tich qua cac yéu té nhu khoang cach, goc nhin, anh hudng dén cach nguoi hoc
tiép can va twong tac v6i thong tin.

Déi voi khoang cach: Cac hinh anh gan, nhu hinh anh vé cdu tric da (Hinh 4), tao ra su gin giii va
su lién két gilta nguoi hoc va hinh anh. Ngugc lai, cac hinh anh tir xa, nhu Hinh 3 thé hién mot mbi
quan hé it than mat hon gitta ngudi xem va dbi tuong.

Dbi voi gbc nhin: Nhiéu hinh anh duoc chup tir géc nhin truc dién hodc ngang tim mét, cho thiy
mdi quan hé binh dang giita ngudi xem va hinh anh. Vi dy, Hinh 9 dugc thé hién tir goc nhin tryc
dién.

Bén canh d0, cac hinh anh déu sir dung mau sdc séng dong, phan anh su tu nhién va d9 tin cay cao
cua céc hinh anh.

Hinh 4. Skin structure (Bonnie F. Fremgen & Suzanne S. Frucht, 2016, tr.51) i
Hinh 5 “Position of the lungs within the thoracic cavity” (Vi tri cua phoi trong khoang nguc) thé
hién mdi quan hé gitra cac bo phan co thé theo cac goc dd khac nhau.

Thymus

\ — Left upper lobe
Right upper iobe e .
| 5\ i !
Right middie lobe ———F———— >
Right lower lobe _L/ Left lower lobe

a A Base of lung
jb—o.mn agm

Hinh 5. Position of the lungs within the thoracic cavity
(Bonnie F. Fremgen & Suzanne S. Frucht, 2016, tr.229)
4.3. Siéu chirc ning ciu thanh (Compositional metafunction)
Cau trac hinh anh dong vai ro quan trong trong viée truyén dat thong tin, voi cac yéu td nhu ti 18,
su phan chia khong gian, va mdi quan hé gilra cac bo phan dugc sap x€p hop 1i.
Céc yéu t6 trong cac hinh anh duoc b tri theo cac nguyén tic cau trac nhu sau:
Mdi quan hé vin ban-hinh anh: Phan 16n cac hinh anh déng vai trd chinh trong viéc tmyen tai
thong diép, trong khi vin ban bd sung thém théng tin. Vi du, Hinh 6 di kém véi cac mé ta vé cau triic
tim, hinh anh déng vai trdo minh hoa cho cac mo ta trong van ban.

Heart
(in mediastinum)
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Superior vena cava

Pulmonary trunk

Right atrium
Pulmonary valve
Tricuspid valve:

Right ventricle

Inferior vena cava

Hinh 6. Internal view of the heart (Bonnie F. Fremgen & Suzanne S. Frucht, 2016, tr.142)
Gia tri thong tin: Céc hinh anh & phia trén hodc bén phai cua trang thudong chura cac thong tin moi
va chi tiét, trong khi cac thong tin cii hodc da biét dugc dat ¢ ph'?m dudi hodc bén trai. Vi dy, trong
Hinh 7, cac chi tiét vé cac khoang co thé dugc trinh bay ¢ phan trén cta trang, con phan dudi 1a cac

mo ta chi tiét hon.
) ) Key:
Cranial cavity I Dorsal body cavity
" Il ventral body cavity

Spinal cavity

Thoracic cavity

Inferior medfastinum
with pericardial cavity
Diaphragm
Abdominal cavity

Pelvic cavity

Lateral view Anterior view
Hinh 7. The dorsal and ventral body cavities
(Bonnie F. Fremgen & Suzanne S. Frucht, 2016, tr.36)
Hinh 4 “Skin structure” (Cau triic da) va Hinh 8 “Anatomical names for the pectoral girdle and
upper extremity” (Tén giai phau cta vong vai va chi trén) dugc to chiic 13 rang voi cac phan chi
thich va miii tén chi dan, giup ngudi hoc dé dang nhan dién cac bd phan.

Clavicle— S e
{collar bone} - -

—Scapula
(shoulder blade)
Humerus |

(upper arm bone)
—Humerus
(upper arm bone)

——Radius
(forearm bone)

Radius —-—}
(forearm bone)

- Ulna
Uina (forearm bone)

(forearm bone)

ANTERIOR POSTERIOR

Metacarpus. (front)  (back)

(hand bones)

Hinh 8. Anatomical names for the pectoral girdle and upper extremity
(Bonnie F. Fremgen & Suzanne S. Frucht, 2016, tr.92)
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Hinh 9 “The internal structures of the outer, middle, and inner ear” (CAu tric bén trong cua tai
ngoai, gitta va trong) cung cap mot hinh anh chi tiét vé cac bg phan quan trong trong tai.

h Temporal bone
Pinna: Malleus (hammer}
— Incus (anvil)
~Semicircular canals (equilibrium)
Cartiage = Vestibular nerve

f;:f g Cochlear nerve
y

Cochlea (hearing)
Extarnal auditory
meatus:

Auditory canal—f—/
Mastoid \ - Tympanic
process

membrane  §
(eardrum)  *

Oval window
Stapes (stirrup)

Eustachian tube

Lobe

\. \— Intemal carotid artery
- Intemal jugular vein

Hinh 9. The internal structures of the outer, middle, and inner ear
(Bonnie F. Fremgen & Suzanne S. Frucht, 2016, tr.477)

5. Két luan

Két qua nghién ctru cho thiy cac hinh anh truc quan trong gido trinh Medical Terminology: A
Living Language ciia Bonnie F. Fremgen, Suzanne S. Frucht (2016) cho thiy hinh anh lién quan dén
vi tri co thé ¢ ty 1€ xuét hién cao nhit nhdm muc dich minh hoa giai phau. Cac hinh anh mo ta
nhirng nguoi tham gia theo nhitng cach thuc té va quen thudc, ¢ sy tuong (ng hop li v61i ndi dung
hoc tap cua sinh vién y khoa. Nghién ctru dé chi ra rang viéc st dung cac hinh anh minh hoa khong
chi ho trg trong viéc minh hoa cac thudt ngir ma con gitip nguoi hoc hinh dung va hiéu rd hon vé cu
tric co thé ngudi va cic qua trinh sinh li. Cc hinh anh trong gi4o trinh niy c6 chirc ning biéu dat,
tuong tac va cAu thanh manh mé, gop phén vao viéc tao ra mot moi trudng hoc tap hiéu qua. Viée su
dung hinh anh trong giang day y khoa khong chi gitp sinh vién tiép thu kién thirc d& dang ma con
phat trién kha nang tu duy ph€ phan va giai quyét van de.

Day 1a nghién ciru du tién vé hinh anh tryc quan trong gido trinh y khoa, dua trén phuong phap
thu thap dit liéu (phan tich hinh anh truc quan). Do d6, nghién ctru trong twong lai ¢ thé thu thap dit
lidu bo sung, nhu phong van cac giang vién va sinh vién dang sir dung gido trinh y khoa, ciing nhu
quan sat 16p hoc dé phan tich ki ludng hon hinh anh tryc quan cé thé nang cao qua trinh day va hoc
ngdn ngit trong 16p hoc nhu thé nao.

Tém lai, viéc tmg dung phan tich dién ngén da phuong thire trong giang day co tiérn nang 16n lam
phong phu trai nghiém gido duc, phut hop thyc tién giao tiép hién dai va dép tmg nhu cau da dang cta
ngudi hoc. Nghién ctru ndy nhim kham phé va chimg minh nhing loi ich do, cung cép théng tin hitu
ich cho ngudi bién soan gido trinh va goép phin lam phong pht thém ngudn tai liéu phan tich dién
ngon vé hinh anh y khoa.
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A multimodal discourse analysis of visual images in a medical textbook

Abstract: In the continuous development of Discourse Analysis theory, the Multimodal
Discourse Analysis method is a new research direction that focuses on communication signals
beyond language, such as pictures and colors. The Systemic Functional Linguistics theory by Kress
and van Leeuwen (2006) marks a significant advancement in discourse research associated with
visual signals. In language teaching and creating materials for English as Foreign Language, visual
images play a key role in enhancing the effectiveness of teaching materials and stimulating students’
interest in learning in more creative ways. This study examines eight visual images in a medical
textbook using the framework of Kress van Leeuwen (2006). The results highlight the importance of
images as a meaning-making resource.

Key words: Multimodality; discourse analysis; visual images; medical textbook; meaning-making
resource.



