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NGOAI NGU VOI BAN NGU

NGHIEN CUU VIEC CHUYEN DICH CAC PON VI

PO LUONG TRONG KINH THANH SANG TIENG VIET

, VU VAN KHUONG*

TOM TAT Bai viét nghién ctru viée chuyén dich céc don vi do ludng trong Kinh Thanh tir ngoén
ngie goc 1a tiéng Hipri va tleng Hi Lap sang tiéng Viét. Dé trién khai nghién ctru nay, tic gia tap trung
tim hiéu cac co so li thuyét lién quan dén dich thuat, cac khuynh hudng dich thuét cac don vi do
luong trong Kinh Thanh hién nay, sau d6 dua ra cach tiép cin van dé cua Nhom bién dich Kinh
Thanh cua Uy ban Kinh Thanh truc thuéc Hoi déng Giam muc Viét Nam, véi udc mong cd dugce
cach chuyén dich hé théng do luong trong Kinh Thanh pht hop cho viéc doc va nghién ciru Kinh
Thanh ctia ngudi doc Viét Nam.

TU KHOA: Dich Kinh Thanh; Kinh Thanh tiéng Viét; don vi do ludng; phuong thire dich.

NHAN BALI: 13/05/2025. BIEN TAP-CHINH SUA-DUYET DANG: 13/06/2025

1. it van dé

Kinh Thanh, bd sach linh thiéng cia Kitd gido, 1a mot trong nhiing tic phdm quan trong nhit
trong lich sir nhan loai. Pugc viét trong khoang thoi gian hon mot thién nién ki, tur thé ki XV trudc
Cong nguyén den thé ki I Cong nguyén, Kinh Thanh khong chi 1 nén tang duc tin cua hang ti tin hitu
ma con 13 ngudn cam hung 16n cho van hoc, ngh¢ thuat va van héa toan cau. Tac pham nay bao gdbm
hai phan chinh: Cyu Uéc, duge viét chu yéu bang tiéng Hipri (v6i mot s doan bang tiéng Aram), va
Tan Uéc, duoc viét béng tiéng Hy Lap. bén nay, ban Kinh Thanh Cyu Udc da duoc dich sang hon
700 ngdn ngit va ban Kinh Thanh Tan U6c da dugc dich ra hon 1500 ngdn ngi.

Tai Viét Nam, cong viéc dich Kinh Thanh, c6 thé noi, da bat dau tir nhitng ngay dau Cong giao
dugc truyén vao Viét Nam, dé gitp ngudi nghe hiéu duge giao nghia ctia mdt t6n gido méi du nhap.
Tuy nhién, cic ban Kinh Thanh duoc dich ddy du (thudng goi 1a Kinh Thanh tron bd) thi méi xuat
hién tir khoang dau thé ki XX. Cho dén nay, khoang gﬁn chuc ban Kinh Thanh tron bo dd dwgc xuét
ban va st dung rong rii trong cong dong Cong gido tai Viét Nam, nhu: Ban Kinh Thanh cir ban
Vulgata do C6 Chinh Linh (Albertus Schlicklin) dich (nim 1913); Ban Kinh Thdnh do cha Gérard
Gagnon dich (ndm 1963); Ban Kinh Thanh Cyu Tan Udc do linh muc Tran Puc Huin dich (nam
1970); Ban Kinh Thanh do linh muc Nguyén Thé Thuan dich (nim 1976); Ban Kinh Thanh do uc
Hoéng y Trinh Van Cin chu bién (nim 1985); Ban Kinh Thanh Tron Bo do Nhom Phién dich Cac gio
kinh phung vu bién dich (1998). Du vay, cong ddng Coéng gido nude ta van chua co ban Kinh Thanh
chinh thirc mang tinh chung cho toan qudc, thuong goi 1a ban Kinh Thanh cua Hoi dong Giam muc.
Diéu nay mang lai nhiéu kho khan trong phung vu va hoc thuat. Dimg trudc nhu cau d6, Uy ban Kinh
Thanh truyc thudc Ho1 déng Giam muc Viét Nam (UBKT) da ddm nhan nhiém vu quan trong nay.
Cong viéc ciia UBKT khong chi nham cung cip mét ban dich chinh xac vé mit ngdn ngit ma con
phai dam bao sy dé hiéu, phu hop véi ngir canh van hoa Viét Nam, dong thoi gitr duoc sic thai y
nghia géc cta ban van nhu duc két trong Bién ban cudc hop ciia Uy ban nay nim 2022: (1) Gan véi
ban gbc tleng Hy lap va Hibri; (2) Tuong thich véi ban Latinh Nova Vulgata; (3) Ngon ngir va van
phong tiéng Viét phu hop, c6 kha nang giao tiép tot voi con nguoi thoi dai hom nay'. Day 1a mot nd
luc 16n lao, doi hoi su phdi hop giira cac chuyén gia Kinh Thanh, ngon ngit, than hoc va lich str.

Trong qué trinh dich thuat ban Kinh Thanh chinh thirc ndy cho cong ddng Cong gido tai Viét
Nam, mdt trong nhirng thach thic ndi bat 1 viéc chuyén dich cac don vi do luong xuat hién trong
Kinh Thénh sang tiéng Viét. Cac don vi do luong trong Kinh Thanh rat da dang, bao gom cac don vi
do chiéu dai (nhu cubit, span), thé tich (nhu bath, ephah), va khéi lwong (nhu shekel, talent). Chung
khong chi phuc tap do duoc sir dung qua nhiéu thé ki ma con chiu anh hudng tir nhiéu nén vian hoa
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khac nhau nhu Babylon, Ai Céap, Hy Lap va La Ma. Hon ntta, cac don vi nay thuong khong chi mang
¥y nghia thuc té ma con an chira y nghia biéu tugng, phan anh y dinh tuong thuat cua tac gia thanh. Vi
du, con sb 40 thuong biéu thi mot khoang thoi gian tht thach hoac chuan bi; s6 7 biéu thi sy hoan
hao hodc tron ven... Su phtrc tap nay dat ra cau héi 16n cho cac dich gia: lam thé nao dé vira truyén tai
duogc ¥ nghia gbe, vira dam bao ban dich d& hiéu va phu hop véi ngudi Viét?

Bai viét nay s& nghién ctru viéc chuyén dich cac don vi do luong trong Kinh Thanh sang tiéng
Viét, tap trung vao cac co so li thuyét, cac khuynh hudng dich thuat, va cach tiép can cua Nhom bién
dich UBKT. Chung t6i ciing so sanh cach dich ciia mot s ban dich Kinh Thanh uy tin trén thé gi6i
hién nay v&i cach dich ctia ching t6i trong su dbi chiéu véi ban Kinh Thanh gbc bang tiéng Hipri va
Hy Lap.

2. Cac khai niém co béan vé dich thuat

Jakobson, nha ngit hoc ndi tiéng ngudi Nga, trong ludn van On Linguistic Aspects of Translation,
phén biét ba loai hinh dich thuat la: 1) Dich ndi nglr (Intralingual translation): Dich ndi ngir
(Intralingual translation) 14 qua trinh dién giai hodc chuyén dbi mot thong diép trong cung mot ngbén
ngit. Vi du, viéc giai thich mét tir kho bang nhimng tir don gian hon hodc chuyén thé mét bai tho cd
sang ngdn ngir hién dai. 2) Dich lién ngir (Interlingual translation) 1a hinh thire dich thuét phd bién
nhat, tic 1a chuyen d6i mot thong diép tir ngon ngir nay sang ngdn ngir khac. Dy chinh 1a qua trinh
dich thuat truyén théng ma chung ta thuong thiy, nhu dich mot cudn sach tir tiéng Anh sang tiéng
Viét; 3) Dich lién ki hiéu (Intersemiotic translation) hay chuyén dich (transmutation) 1a qua trinh
chuyén dd1 mot thong diép tur hé théng ki hi¢u nay sang hé théng ki hi€u khac. Vi du, chuyén thé mot
cubn tiéu thuyét thanh phim, hodc didn dat mot bai tho bang tranh v&%. Trong d6, Interlingual
translation (dich li€n ngit) méi 1a dich thuat dich thuc ma Jakobson dinh nghia: "dich tirc la tao ra
hai théng diép twong dwong nhau, viét bang hai hé ma khdac nhau"®. Noi cach khéc, dich 1a chuyén
nghia ctia mot ngdn ban tir ngdn ngit ndy sang ngdn ngit khac, hodc tir hé théng tin hiéu nay sang hé
thong tin hiéu khac. Trong cong tac dich thudt, diéu dang quan tdm 1a ndi dung cua ngdn ban. Noi
dung dién dat khi chuyén sang ngén ngir dich (target language) cang trung thanh, nguyén ven vo1 ndi
dung dién dat ctia ngdn ban trong ngdn ngit ngudn (source language) bao nhiéu thi viéc dich cang dat
béy nhiéu.

Trong viéc chuyén nghia tir ngén ngir ngudn sang ngdn ngit dich, nguoi dich can dp dung nhiing
cach dich 1am sao dap mg dwgc muc dich chuyén tai néi dung dién dat ctia ngdn ban. Mot s6 nguyén
tic co ban c6 thé giup ngudi dich giai quyét cac van dé lién quan dén viée chuyén dich mot van ban
tir ngdn ngir nay sang ngdn ngit khac nhu: 1) Dich nguyén vin (Literal Translation): Céu tric ngit
phap ctia ngdn ngit gdc dugc chuyén sang cau tric gan nhét ciia ngdn ngit dich nhung tir vung duoc
dich theo nghia théng thuong nhat, tach rdi ngit canh nhung van bam sat nghia den; 2) Dich thoat
(Free translation): La cach dich trong d6 ngudi dich thoat ra khoi rang budc cta ngdn ngir gbc, ding
ngodn ngir dich dé dién giai y nghia ctia ban gdc mot cach ty nhién va pht hop voi ngir canh, van hoa
ctia ngdn ngir dich. Uu diém ctia cach dich nay 14 161 van tu nhién hon. Tréi lai, nhuge diém cia cach
dich nay 1a vi dugc tu do, cho nén thudng xay ra hién twong bién tau tuy tién, qua da, dic biét 1a dbi
voi nhitng van ban mang tinh tinh thin nhu triét hoc, than hoc, vin chuong; 3) Dich da nghia
(polysemous): Khi c6 mot tir da nghia trong ban gbc duoc hleu theo nhiéu nghia ma khong thé dién ta
duoc hét bang ngon ngir dich. Vi du: "Ba gia di chy cau Dong, Boi xem mot qué ldy chong loi
chang? Thay béi xem qué néi rang, Loi thi ¢é loi nhung rdng chdng con." Chit "lgi" trong bai ca dao
trén c6 hai nghia: ich loi va nu6u rang. Muén dién ta du ¥ thi phai ding dén hai tir, va vi thé ma ban
dich s& mét hay. Trong trudng hop nay, néu chap nhan giai phap dich sat, nguoi dich phai kém theo
chu thich; 4) Dich tinh lugc (ellipsis): Tinh lugc duoc hiéu 1a lugc bo mdt tir, ngit , cAu cua van ban
gbc vi mot 1i do nao d6 trong qué trinh dich. Hanh dong nay c6 thé dan dén hai két qua: ban dich
hodc mat théng tin can thiét, hodc mat thong tin khong can thiét. Mat thong tin can thiét 12 hau qua
ctia viéc dich thiéu. Dich thiéu c6 thé vi li do kiém duyét, hodc cha y dich luét, dich tom tit, hodc
thiéu kién thirc ngdn ngit. Nguoc lai, luoc bo nhitng thong tin du thira, khong thuc dung ddi véi ngdn
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ngit dich thi lai hitu 1i; 5) Dich bd sung (complementary): Thuong thi khong c6 1i do gi dé bd sung
vao ban dich nhimg y tudng khong ton tai trong ban goc. B6 sung chi c6 ¥ nghia khi nguoi dich
mudn 1ap cau cho dung ngir phap ngdn ngit dich hodc mudn 1am 13 ¥ cua tac gia; 6) Dich tén riéng
(proper name): Tén riéng duoc vi nhu mot nhan hidu, mot biéu trong c6 nghia danh riéng cho mot ca
thé. Theo nguyén tic ton trong biéu tuong ca nhan, khong nén dich tén riéng. Néu cai tén nao d6 co
nghia thi thay vi dich, chi nén ghi chu khi can thiét. Ngoai ra, phién am tén riéng ciing 1a mot diém
can duoc can nhic ki ludng. Cach thirc nay chi hop 1i va can thiét khi chit viét cua ngdn ngir gbc va
ngon ngit dich khong ¢ cting mot hé thng ki tw, con khong, nén giit ding tén riéng ciia nguyén ban,
khong nén bién hoa tén riéng.

3. Nhirng kho khan khi dich thuét cidc don vi do lwong trong Kinh Thanh

Kinh Thanh duoc viét trong mot khoang thoi gian dai, tir thé ki XV truée Cong nguyén dén thé ki
thir I Cong nguyén, va chiu anh hudng tir nhiéu nén vin hoa khac nhau, dan téi hé don vi do luong
khong ddng nhat. Cac don vi do luong trong Cyu Udc chii yéu bt ngudn tir hé théng ciia nguoi
Babylon va Ai Cap, trong khi T4n Uéc sir dung cac don vi Hy Lap va La M4. Diéu nay dan dén sy
bién thién 16n giita cac ving mién va thoi ki. Vi du, s, (ammah) 1a don vi do chiéu dai co ban cia
ngudi Do Thai 1y lai tir hé théng ciia Ai Cép, tinh chiéu dai tir khuyu tay dén dau ngon giira, khong
c6 tiéu chuan tuyét d6i ma thay doi tir 45-52cm, tuy theo mms, (‘ammah) thuong hay R, (‘ammah)
dén thd (con goi 1a s, (‘ammdah) tidu chuin). Pon vi 9pw (shegel hodc shekel) ciing thé, phan biét
bpw thuong hay ¥ hoang gia tuong duong véi 11 hay 14 gram,...

Diém khé khin thir hai 1a hau hét cac don vi do ludng trong Kinh Thanh khong c6 gia tri cd dinh
ma dua trén cac yéu td twong d6i nhu ldy bo phan co thé hodc cac dung cu hang ngay vira 1am dung
cu do luong, vira lam don vi do luong, vi du: mpx, (" ammah'”: khuyu tay), i ("zeret": gang tay), n3,
("bat": thung), v ("hin": binh)... gdy kho khin cho viéc quy dbi chinh x4c sang don vi do luong hién
dai.

Ngoai y nghia thuc té, nhleu don vi do ludng trong Kinh Thanh con mang ¥ nghia biéu tuong,
nhit 12 khi di kém cac con s. Ching han, trong sach Sang thé chuong 6, cau 15, kich thude chiée tau
ctiia 6ng N6€ dugc ghi la "300 s (thude tay) dai, 50 mps (thude tay) rong, 30 mps (thude tay) cao"
Céc con sb nay khong chi mo ta kich thu6e vat 1i ma con co thé 4n chira y nghia biéu twong vé su
hoan hao hoic su ctru r6i. Twong tur, s6 "40" thuong biéu thi mot giai doan thur thach hodc chuén bi.
Con s6 "60" (60 ching cach Giérusalem) biéu tugng tinh tiéu cuc,...

Nhitng dic diém trén doi hoi cac dich gia khong chi hiéu rd ngit canh lich st-vin hoa ma con phai
can nhic ¥ nghia than hoc trong khi chuyén dich, d6i khi ciing phai chip nhan gia trj tuong dbi cta
mdt s6 don vi ding nhu ban chét cia né.

4. Cach chuyén dich cic don vi do lwong trong Kinh Thanh sang tiéng Viét trong ban dich
Kinh Thanh cia UBKT

Tim hiéu cach chuyén dich ctia cac ban dich Kinh Thanh tiéng Viét di trudc, ching t6i nhan thy
hién ton tai hai xu hudng chinh dbi véi viée xir i cac don vi do ludng:

1) Quy dbi hoan toan sang tiéng Viét, khéng chu trong dén su trong dong vé sb hay nhiing van dé
lién quan dén don vi do ludng. Xu hudng nay c6 uu diém 1a gitip ban van ty nhién, dé hiéu voi da s6
nguoi doc theo ¥ ngudi dich mudn chuyén tai. Vi du, thay vi gilr nguyén : 8, ("'ammah": Khuyu
tay), dich gia c6 thé quy ddi thanh "mét thudce" hodc "45 cm" dé ngudi doc hinh dung rd rang hon.

Tuy nhién, xu hudéng ndy c6 nhugce diém 1a lam mat di sic thai ¥ nghia ban vin gbc ma tic gia
thanh muén chuyén tai, nhét 1a khi don vi do luong di kém mot con s mang tinh biéu twong. Chang
han, néu dich "60 otadov (stadion)" trong sach Tin mung Luca chuong 24 céu 13 sang "gan 11 cay
s6" s& bj danh mat con s0 60 mang t1nh biéu twong vé& su "lac 16i" khi hai ngudi mon dé roi xa
Giérusalem di vé lang Emmaus ¢ phia tay”.

2) Quy d6i cac don vi do ludng sang tiéng Viét khi c6 sy twong ddng, nguoc lai khi khong c6 sy
tuwong dong thi gitt nguyén cac don vi do ludong gbc. Khuynh huéng nay c6 uu diém la giup ban van
gilt duogc sic thai y nghia ma tac gia Kinh Thanh mudn chuyén tai. Tuy nhién, nhuoc diém cia no 1a
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lam da s ngudi doc gip kho khian khi khong di chuyén mén dé tiép can cac thuit ngir ndy, nhit 1a
ddi v&i ban van duge doc va nghe trong Phung vu.

Nhu thé, mdi khuynh hudng trén déu c6 vu va nhuge diém, va viéce lva chon phu thudc vao muyc
dich cua ban dich (phung vu hay hoc thuét) ciing nhu ddi twong doc gia. Sau khi tham khao y kién va
thao luan noi bo, UBKT da chon mot cach tiép can trung hoa, voi cac muc dich:

- Pap tng nhu cu nghe hiéu cua giao dan trong phung vu, dam bao cau van "dé nghe, ém tai".

- Gir duoc séc thai y nghia ban van gde, dic biét 1a cac con sd mang tinh biéu tuong.

Tu cach tiép can nay, UBKT dé xuét ba tiéu chi lam co s& cho viéc chuyén dich cac don vi do
luong trong Kinh Thanh sang tiéng Viét nhu sau:

1) Chuyén dich sang cac don vi do luong c¢b Viét Nam tuong duong dé gitr duoc sic thai ban vin
Kinh Thanh xua cii, dong thoi cb ging gitr nguyén cac con sd trude cac don vi do luong vi nhiéu
trong truong hop, cac con sO nay mang tinh biéu tuong.

2) Quy ddi sang cac don vi do luong co ban trong tiéng Viét voi cac truong hop khong thé chuyén
dich dugc. Chap nhén gia tri twong ddi khi chuyén dich va quy dbi, ddng thoi co footnote gii thich
tao thuan lgi cho viéc nghién ctru, hoc hoi.

3) Giit nguyén am gdc voi cac don vi do ludng da trd nén théng dung, nhu shekel va véi nhing
truong hop c6 su so sanh gitra cac don vi do luong trong ndi dung ban van.

Ap dung dung bd tiéu chi nay, UBKT chuyén dich hé don vi do luong trong Kinh Thanh trong
ban dich Kinh Thanh chinh thirc chia HDPGMVN nhu sau:

4.1. Chuyén dich cdc don vi do khodng cdch trong Cwu Uéc ghi bang tiéng Hipri (Hebrew)

1) aps (‘ammah): thwéce tay (45-52cm)

mox: tiéng Hipri coa nghia 13 “cing tay” hodc “khuyu
tay”; 1a don vi co ban do chiéu dai duoc sir dung trong Kinh
thanh. Viéc do chiéu dai cta nguoi Do Thai duoc dua trén
hé théng ctia Ai Cap. Thu6c tay 1a chidu dai tir khuyu dén
dau ngén gitta. Vi chiéu dai canh tay con nguoi thay doi tiy
theo timg ngudi nén khoéng co tiéu chuan thude tay Cubit
(’ammah) tuyét di. Chiéu dai nay thuong thay ddi tir 17-18 inches hodc 45-52cm. Vi du: ' "Giwong
dy dai chin thwéc tay (7px), rong bon thuwde tay (728), tinh theo tay cia ngwoi dan 6ng." (Pnl 3,11).

2) map (qaneh) (cay) trugng (do)

mp: nghia gbc 14 cdy sdy, duge sir dung trong md ta cia Ezékiel vé
Dén tho (Ez 40,3) va nhu “cay sdy” (kGAapoc) trong Kh 21,15. Mot a3
(ganeh) dugc hiéu 1a mot "cdy giy do", twong duong khoang 6 thuoc
tay (‘ammah), khoang 3-3,5 mét. Vi du: "* Nedi dwra 161 dén do, va toi
thdy mét nguoi, hinh dang nhu d‘ong do; nguoi dy dang dimg ¢ cong
thanh, tay cam mot soi day vai va mot cdy trwong (737 ) lam thuoc do."
(Ez 40,3).

3) i (zerer): gang (tay; ~ 22,2 cm)

nf (zeret): 1a khoang cach tur dau ngon tay cai dén dau ngon tay Gt khi
ban tay dudi ra va cac ngén tay dang ra. D6 1a mét nira thuce tay ( ‘ammdah)
thong thuong (Xh 28,16; 1 Sm 17.4). Ban Vulgatha nham 13n né giéng nhu |
palmus - long ban tay, giy nén sy 1an 16n voi thuit ngit chiéu rong ban tay. |
Vi du: "Mot dau thi tir trai ciia quan Philitinh tién ra, tén la Géliath qué ¢ Span
Gad, cao sdau thuoc tay va mot gang (077 )." (1 Sm 17,4).

4) nzt (tefakh): ban tay (khoang 7.4 cm)

new (fefakh): 1a chiéu rong ban tay & gdc cac ngén tay, thudng duge coi 1a mot \
phan séu thuée tay (‘ammah) thong thuong, sé 1a 7,404 cm hodc 2,915 inches
(Xh 25,25; 1 V 7,26; 2 Sb 4,5; Tv 39,5 ; Ez 40,5), tuong duong voi chiéu ngang
“bdn ngon tay” (1 V 7,15). Vi du: "° Téi thdy mét birc twong bao quanh khdip
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khuén vién Bén Tho. Nguroi dy cam trong tay mot cdy sdy dai sau thudc tay va moi thudc tay thi thém
mgt ban tay (mop). Nguoi dy do birc tuong: bé day mét trieong va chiéu cao mot triwong." (Ez 40,5).

5) w3y (‘etsba): ddu ngon tay (~ 1,85 cm)

vax (etsba®): 1a phan nho nhat cua thuoc tay (‘ammah) (nhu & Ai Cap),
bang 1/4 long ban tay. N6 chi xudt hién trong Gr 52,21 khi d§ day cua hai cay
¢ot réng duoc cho 1a bang bdn dau ngon tay. Vi du: "*' Méi cot cao muoi tam
thuée tay; chu vi muoi thude tay, diy bon dau ngon tay (vays), va réng bén
trong." (Gr 52,21).

6) Tai (gomed): thwée tay ngin (khoang 29 cm)

3 (gomed): 1a mot don vi do chiéu dai rat hiém gap trong Kinh Thanh, va
¢6 thé xem 1a mot trong nhiing don vi nho, twong duong hoac gan voi gang tay.

3 (gomed): chi dugc nhic dén mét 1an va dugc dich 1a “cubit” (TI 3,16).
Chiéu dai bang mét con dao gam chir khong phai mot thanh kiém va khong thé
12 mot “cubit”. Ban Bay Muoi dich 12 on®apiic (spithamé) trong tiéng Hy Lap
¢b dai c6 nghia 1 gang tay. Ban Vulgatha dich 1 palmae manus (1ong ban tay).
Mot s6 hoc gia hién dai coi n6 1a “cubit ngén”.

Vi du: "1 Jod dd lam cho minh mot thanh guwom hai hedi, dai mot thwée tay
ngdn (705, va ong deo no dudi do bén hong phai." (Tp 3,16).

4.2. Chuyén dich cdc don vi do khodng cdch trong Tan Udc ghi bing tiéng Hi Lap (Greek)

7) opyurd (orgyia): sdi (tay; 1.85 m)

opynid (orgyia): xudt phat tir dong tr opéym (oregd), B
trong tlenng lap c6 nghia 1a "dang ra", "vuon ra". opyvid | L%/\ gt
ding dé do chiéu dai khi mot nguoi dang hai tay ngang ra -'-?"‘\‘—-‘«:-—3“"\” - ‘—'ﬁ"—,‘.f?'

£ , \ , i~ ~ 5 £ , ~ A ‘ e

hét mtc - tr ngon tay giita bén nay dén ngon tay gitta bén \_ﬁ\ N
kia. Vi du: "Ho tha ddy do ddy bién va phat hién nudc squ ~ MARBLE RELIEF-Showing, i FATHOM ¢ 4508c
hai muwoi sdi (Spyvid). Pi thém mdt quang, ho lai do ddy bién va thdy né sau muwoi lam sdi (Spyvid)."
(Cv 27,28).

8) otaowov (stadion): chang (~ 180m)

oTadov (stadion): 1a mot don vi do chidu dai duge sir dung trong thoi ¢o6 Hy Lap. N6 dua trén
chiéu dai cia mot san van dong hodc dudng dua dién hinh, dugc st dung cho cac cudc dua bd, sau
dugc ngudi Réma tiép tuc st dung ghi 1a stadium/stadia. 1 stadium = 625 pes, 125 passus = 400
cubits = 1/8 dim Roma = 180m. Vi du: "Ciing ngay hém dy, cé hai nguoi trong nhém mén dé di dén
mot lang kia tén la Emmau, cach Giérusalem sau muwoi chdng (otadiov)." (Lc 24,13).

9) piho (milio): dam (~ 1480 m)

pido: Pon vi ngudi La M3 dung dé chi khoang cach
1000 passus (mdt nghin budc nhay). Mile passus goi tat 220 LssBaga
la mile. 1 passus = 5 pes = 148 cm. 1 mile bémg khoang
1480 mét, hodc 1618 yard hién dai. Vi du: "Néu ¢ nguoi
bdt con di mét ddm (uilio), thi con hay di véi nguoi dy
hai dgm (uiZi0)." (Mt 5,41).

4.3. Chuyen dich cdc don vi do thé tich chit long ghi
bang tteng Hipri (Hebrew), trong Cuu Udc

10) n3 (bat): thung (khoang 22 lit)

n3 (bat): 1a don vi do luong chit 1ong cia ngudi Do
Thai. n3 (bat), tiéng Hipri, 12 “con gai” va goi y rang do 1a Bati s uine),
luong nude dugc cac cd ngudi hau ganh tir giéng 1én (x. r—
St 24,15). Vi du: "'® Muwoi sao nho san sinh chi khodng piaclh Vil
mot thung (n3) ruou, mot bon hat giéng thu hoach chi o 3L 7066 pt
mot thung lia." (Is 5,10).

Liquid Measures
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11) 73 (hin): binh (khoang 3,6 lit)

(xem hinh Liquid Measures)

a1 (hin): bang 1/6 na (bat). Mot phan sau nz (bat) 1a lugng nude tdi thiu ma mot nguoi dan ong
can ubng hang ngay (xem sach Ezekiel chwong 4 cau 11). N6 chira khoang 3,5-3.9 lit hodc 1 gallon
(3,785 lit). Vi du: "** hai nghin dong can qué bi, tinh theo don vi do lwong & noi thanh, va khodng
mét binh (7) dau 6lin." (Xh 30,24).

12) 5% (log): Lo (khoang 0,3 1it)

(xem hinh Liquid Measures)

i (log): don vi do chat 1ong nho nhat, tuong dwong 1/12 v (hin); chi duoc dé cap trong sach Lévi
chuong 14 tir cau 10-24 1am don vi do dau ding trong nghi 1& thanh tay ngudi cti. Ban LXX dich 1a
kotOAN; ban Vulgata dich 1a sextarius. Talmud md ta & (log) la lugng nude chlem chd ciia sau qua
trimg ga. Vi du: "'’ Ngay thir tdm, nguwoi dy sé bdt hai con chién duc khéng ty vét va mét con chién
cdi toan ven, mot tuoi, khoang ba phan muoi ephah tinh bt nhao véi dau lam 1é pham, va mét lp (15)
dau..." (Lv 14,10).

4.4. Chuyén dich cdc don vi do thé tich vit kho ghi bang tiéng Hipri (Hebrew), trong Cuu Udc

13) % (‘omer): bon (khoang 220 lit)

¥ (‘omer): 1a don vi do chat kho tiéu chuan trong Cuu Udc (don vi do lwong khé 16n nhat, ding
do ngii coc, lia...., c6 nghia la mét dong). Tix nay xuit phat tir mot tir c6 nghia 1a “ass-load” (tai
ning). <m¥ (‘omer) duge udce tinh 1a 3,8 gia, c6 chd 14 6,524 gia va theo udce tinh cii hon 1a 11 gia. N6
bang cor va chira mudi baths hoic ephah (Ez 45,11-14). N6 dugc st dung cho nhiing phép do kha
16m trong Cyu Ude. Do 1a mot bdn 16n dung ngii cde (Ez 45,13; Hs 3,2). Mot =¥ (‘omer) lha mach tri
gia nam muoi shekels bac (Lv 27,16). Trong truong hop ngoai 1¢, né duogc sir dung dé do sb luong
chim cit roi trén sa mac. Ching phu trén dat dén do sau hai cubzt trong mot ngay di vong quanh trai,
va dan chang nhit chim ca ngay 1an dém, va ngay h6ém sau “nguoi nhat it nhét ciing thu thap dugc
muoi ¥ (‘omer)” (Ds 11,32). “Mot % (‘omer) hat glong chi sinh ra mot ephah” (Is 5,10) 1a biéu
hién cua s nguyén rua trén dat vi toi 16i ciia déan.

Vi du: "Bdy la cia Ié déic biét cdc nguwoi phdi trich dang: cit méi bon lia mi thi trich ra mét phan
sdu thing, va cir méi bon (13) lia mach thi trich ra mét phan sdau thing." (Ez 45,13).

14) =3 (kor): bon (khoang 220 lit)
N ——— 25 (kor): twong duong =¥ (‘omer), 1a don vi do
FCR S phé bién danh cho bot (1 V 5.,2) va ngii cbe (5,11 ;
2 Sb 2,10). B6 1la mét thude do khd, mac du Ez
45,14 coi cor 1a don vi do chét long cho dau, va
gidng nhu don vi do ¥ (‘omer), nd chira muoi
bath. Viéc dé cap dén dau cor trong 1 V 5,11 nén la
| : baths. N6 dugc udc tinh chua 3,8-6,524 gia hodc
\, \ e 35,4-60,728 gallon. Vi duy: "2‘ Luwong thuc cho
. Salémon mét ngay la ba muoi bon (73) tinh bot, sau
— — muoi bon (13) bot." (1 V 5,2).
= - . . 15) 0% (lethekh): nira bon (110 lit)
s ' 208 (lethekh) dugc coi 1a c6 gid tri bing mot nira
cua 7 (kor). Vi du: "’ Téi da mua nang cho (i

Brom wi do ludng vat kihd

E-pha (3 sE.a )
1O Sr-rrue)

f:e: —— bang mueoi lam shekel bac va mt bon rudi (5p5 )
7-33 1 lia mach." (Os 3,2).

i L C ke 16) nzx (‘ephah): thung (khoang 22 lit)

Pe— np (‘ephah): 1a don vi do d6 kho, dugc sir dung

——— phd bién nhat trong Cyu Uéc. npx (‘ephah) bing
1.08 tit 1/10 homer (Ez 45,11). Trong Dcr 5,5-11, mpx
(‘ephah) biéu thi mot cai thung 16n c6 nip day va
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da 16n dé chira mot nguoi phu nt. Vi du: "Néu nguoi ay khong thé kiém dwoc doi chim cu gdy hay
d6i b6 cdu non, thi nguoi dy phai mang dén lam 1 vat vi toi da pham, mot phan muoi thung (798)
tinh bét lam 1é ta t6i. Nguoi dy sé khong do dau 1én trén, va khong dé hwong vdo, vi dé la 1é vit ta
toi. " (Lv 5,11).

17) nxg (se'ah): thing (~ 7,3 lit)

80 (se’ah) 1a dung cu dé dong bot mi va ngii cde c6 nhic dén trong nhicu doan Kinh Thanh, nhu:
St 18,6; 1 Sm 25,18; 1 V 18,32; 2V 7,1.

Trong Traktat Eruvin 83a bd Talmud Babylon: 1 sxe (se'ah) sa mac c6 thé tich bang 144 qua
trimg, 1 789 (se'ah) Giérusalem bang 173 qua tring (16n hon 1/6 so v&i seah sa mac) va 1 g9 (se’ah)
Sepphoris (mét thude do thanh duge sir dung cho nghi 1€ ton gi4o) tuong duong voi 207 qua trimg.
Vi du: "Elisha néi: “Cdc nguwoi hay nghe 10i ciia CHUA; CHUA néi thé ndy: ‘Khodng hic ndy ngay
mai, mot thung (7x0) tinh bot la mot shekel, va hai thung (750) lua mach la mot shekel, tai céng
Samaria.” (2 V 7,1).

18) =¥ (‘omer): thé (khoang 2,2 lit)

¥ (‘omer): xut hién trong cau chuyén vé viéc thu gom manna (Xh 16,13-36), norl moi ngu’oq thu
gom mot ¥ (‘omer) moi ngay, du cho mot khau phan an trong ngay. Vi du: "3 Mésé néi véi
Aharon: “Hay ldy mét cdi binh va dé vao d6 mét thé (3) day manna, roi ddt triwée nhan CHUA ma
gitr lai cho con chau anh chi em.” (Xh 16,33).

19) 1%y ( issaron): mdt phan muoi thung (2,2 lit)

1wy (issaron), tiéng Hipri ¢6 nghia 1a “mot phan mudi” , tuong duong mot phan muoi ciia 79y
(ephah) da dugc dich 1a "thung". Vi du: "Cung vdi con chién thu’ nhat, nguoi sé ding mt phan muoi
thing (13y) tinh bot lia mi nhdo véi mét phan tw binh dau éliu nguyén chat, va mét phan tw binh
ruou nho." (Xh 29,40).

20) 3p (kab): thung (~ 1,22 lit)

ap (kab) xuét hién mot 1an trong Curu Udc (2 V 6,25). Sir gia Josephus (Antiq. IX. iv. 4) coi 1/4 ap
(kab) 1a mot sextarius (§€otng), dugc udc tinh 1a 1/18 nx (ephah) hay 1,2 lit kho. Vi du: "Co nan doi
I6n & Samaria. Nay ddy, ho vy né cho dén khi mot cdi dau liva la 80 shekel, va mot thung (37 ) phdn
bo cdu la nam shekel bac." (2 V 6,25).

21) vud (gometz): ndim

yud (gometz) co nghia 1a “mot nam tay”. Theo cach ctia ngudi Do Thai, mot nim bang cac dau
ngon tay khum lai. Pay 1la mot don vi do luong khong c¢d dinh, dung dé do mot lugng nho bdt hoac
huong liéu trong nghi 1& té 1& theo Luat Mosé.

Ngoai cac don vi do chat kho xac dinh ¢ trén, mot nim tay, médc du khong phai 1a mot don vi do
chinh xac, thuong dugc tim théy trong Cyu Uéc nhu “ndm tro” (Xh 9,8); “Mot ndm bot min va dau”
(Lv 2,2); “mdt it” (5,12); “mot nim cua 1& chay” (Ds 5,26); “m6t ndm bot” (1 V 17,12); “mot chut
yén tinh” (Gv 4,6); va “mdt nam lua mach” (Ez 13,19).

Vi du: "Nguoi ay sé mang 1é pham dén cho cdc tie té, con cdi Aharon. T té sé boc day mét ndm
(vpp) tinh bot, va dau, cing tat ca nhii hirong." (Lv 2,2)

4.5. Chuyén dich cdc don vi do thé tich ghi bang tiéng Hi Lap, ding trong Tin Udc

22) yotng (choinix): can (khoang 1,1 lit)

Theo céac nha sir hoc ¢b dai (Plutarch, Herodotus...), mot yoivié =~ 1,08 lit va thudng dugc tinh cho
mdt khdu phan 4n cia mot nguorl l6n trong ngay. Vi du: "T6i nghe nhu tr gitia cdc sinh vdt c6 tiéng
néi: “Mot cén (yoivié ) lia mi, mot quan tién! Ba cdan liia mach, mét quan tién! Con dau va rwou, thi
ding hai dén!” (Kh 6,6).

23) perpnmig (metretes): thung (khoang 40 lit)

peTpnTic (metretés) 1a mot dung cu do dung tich chat 1ong twong duong véi khoang 39,4 lit hodc
10,4 gallon.
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Josephus cho rang baths bang petpntig (metretés) (Antiq. IIL viii. 3; VIIL ii. 9) va dya trén mot
chiéc thung dugc tim thdy ¢ Qumran dwoc danh dau “2 se'ah va 7 logs”, thi thung petpntig
(metretes) dugc udce tinh 1a khoang 12 gallon.

Vi du: "O d6 c6 sdu chum dé ding vao viée thanh tdy ciia nguoi Do Thdi, méi chum chira dwoc
khoang hai hodc ba thung (uetpntig)." (Ga 2,6).

24) pédrog (modios): dau (khoang 8.5 lit)

nédog (modios): vira 1a dung cuy, vira 1a don vi do chit khé twong duong vé6i khoang 8,49 lit. Vi
du: "Vi cde con phan xét thé ndo, thi sé bi phdn xét nhu vdy; va cdc con dong bang déu (u610¢) nao,
thi sé dwoc dong lai bang diu (u6d10¢) dy." (Mt 7,2).

25) Mitpa (litra): dng can (~ 327 gram)

Mrpa (litra) vira duge ding 1am vat chira dung, vira 1a don vi tinh trong luong. Vi du: "Bdy gio
Maria ldy mét éng cén (Aivpa) dau thom cam ting nguyén chdt, hao hang ma xikc chdan Pirc Giésu,
r6i ldy téc minh ma lau chin Ngai." (Ga 12.3).

4.6. Chuyén dich cdc don vi do khoi lwong

26) ~33 (kikkar): yén (~ 36 kg)

=92 (kikkar): c6 nghia 13 vét ning c6 hinh tron. N6 1a don vi 16n nhit ma ngudi Babylon goi 1a
biltu, ngudi Do Thai goi 1a ~93 (kikkar), ngudi Babilon, Hi Lap va cic ngon ngit An Au goi 14 talent
(c6 nghia 13 “mdt vat nang”), nang tir 30,13kg - 36kg.

Do cac ban dich Kinh Thanh tiéng Viét trudc da dich =3 (kikkar) 1a yén, nén ching toi str dung lai
don vi nay du gia tri quy ddi chi twong d6i (1 yén = 10 can).

S6 bac tir nhitng ngueoi thude dién kiém dém nhén khau trong cong dong la mot tram yén (123) va
1,775 shekel, wng theo shekel thanh dién.

Vi du: "Sé bac tir nhitng nguoi thudc dién kiém dém nhdn khdu trong cong dong la mot tram yén
(122) va 1,775 shekel, urng theo shekel thanh dién." (Xh 38,25).

27) ma (maneh hoac minah): nén (378g)

Trong hé thdng ctia ngudi Babylon, mot w3 (kikkar) = sau muoi mys (minah). sy (minah) thuong
dugc nhic dén trong cac van ban ciia ngudi Ludng Ha.

Trong sach Xuit hanh 21,32, mirc phat 30 shekel dd dwoc 4p dung khi quy dinh song song trong
Bo luat Hammurabi 1a 1/2 s (minah). mg (minah) c6 c6 thé niang tir 1,213 dén 1,323 pound (550-
600gam); Theo Ezékiel, my» (minah) ning khoang 1,54 pound (100 gam). Do c6 sy bién dong qua 16n
& nhimg thoi diém va dia diém khac nhau nén kho thiét 1ap mot gia tri chinh xac cho sy (minah).

Vidu: "7 Con ba tram cdi khién bang vang hon hop, ong sir dung dén ba nén (7p) ving trén moi
cdi khién. Vua da dat chung trong cung dién Rung Libang." (1 V 10,17).

28) wpw (shekel): shekel (~ 12 gr bac)

Bewi (shekel) 1a don vi do khéi lugng co ban thoi Semit cd dai. Tuy nhién, c6 su chénh 1éch tir
11,3-14,5 gram gitta Yp@ (shekel) thuong va »p¥ (shekel) hoang gia.

Vivp (shekel) da duge sur dung thong dung nén ching t61 gitr nguyén phién dm.

Vi du: "Khi mdy con lac da da uong xong, ngwo‘z dan éng ldy mot cdi vong vang ning mot nira
shekel (5pp)va hai cdi xuyén ndng muoi shekel cho vdo tay ¢é." (St 24,22)

29) vp3 (bega): nira shekel (~ 6 gr)

vp3 (bega): c6 nghia 1a "chia tich ra", &m chi 1a "bé ra tir ®p¥ (shekel)" nén chung t6i dich 1a “ntra
shekel”. Vi du: "Khi mdy con lac da di uong xong, nguoi dan éng ldy mét cdi vong ving ndng niva
shekel (5pp) va hai cdi xuyén ndng muoi shekel cho vao tay ¢é." (St 24,22)

30) @5 (pim): 2/3 shekel (~ 7,6 gr)

28 (pim) 1a mdt don vi do ludng trong luong, va chi xuét hién mot lan duy nhét trong Cuu Udec.

Do chi xuét hién mot 1an trong Kinh Thanh nén ching t6i dung tiéu chi quy ddi theo don vi co ban
13 wpw (shekel). Chung t6i chuyén ddi 2% (pim) thanh "2/3 Spw (shekel)".

Vi du: "Gid tién cong la hai phan ba shekel (05) cho lwdi cdy va cdi cube; mét phan ba shekel
cho viéc mai riu va swa gdy thuc bo." (1 Sm 13,21).
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5. Két luan

Viéc chuyén dich cac don vi do luong trong Kinh Thénh sang tiéng Viét 1a mot nhiém vu phtrc
tap, doi hoi su can bang giira tinh chinh xac lich str, ¥ nghia than hoc va kha néng tiép can cua doc
gia hién dai. Nhom bién dich cia Uy ban Kinh Thanh da chon mét cach tiép can trung dung, két hop
gilta viée str dung cac don vi do luong cb Viét Nam, nhu "thung", "can", "yvén" dé giit sic thai co
xua; dong thoi quy doi sang don vi hién dai khi can thiét, d4t ra thuat ngir moi nhung khong qua xa
la, nhu "thude tay"; gitr nguyén cdc thuat ngir gbc thong dung, nhu shekel. Cach tiép can nay co thé
vira gitip ban vin d& hiéu trong bdi canh phung vu ma con bao toan y nghia biéu twong va sic thai
van hoa cta Kinh Thanh.

Chu thich:
" https://hdgmvietnam.com/chi-tiet/uy-ban-kinh-thanh-va-ban-dich-kinh-thanh-46674 (cap nhat ngay
11/4/2025)
' Roman Jakobson, "On Linguistic Aspects of Translation", Roman Jakobson Selected Writings, II:
Word and Language. The Hague: Mouton,1971. tr. 262-266
' Dan theo: Hoang Cong Binh, "Céac phuong thiic dich ciu bi dong trong tiéng Anh", Ngdn ngit va
doi song, s6 2-2015, tr.48
! "Ciing ngay hom 4y, c6 hai nguoi trong nhom mén dé di dén mot lang kia tén 1a Emmau, cach
Giérusalem gan 11 cay s6." (Lc 24,13)
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Research on the translation of measurement units in the Bible into Vietnamese
Abstract: This paper investigates the translation of measurement units in the Bible from the
original languages—Hebrew and Greek—into Vietnamese. The study first reviews relevant
theoretical frameworks in translation studies and analyzes prevailing trends in rendering biblical units
of measurement. It then examines the approach adopted by the Bible Translation Team of the Biblical
Commission under the Catholic Bishops' Conference of Vietnam. The goal is to propose a translation
strategy that ensures both fidelity to the source texts and clarity for contemporary Vietnamese
readers, thereby facilitating a more accurate and meaningful engagement with the biblical text.
Key words: Biblical translation; Vietnamese Bible; Measurement units; Translation strategies.



