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[NGOAINGU VOI BAN NGU |

TINH THAI NHAN THUC TRONG BAI NGHI LUAN

TIENG ANH CUA SINH VIEN PAI HQC

DAO HUONG TRA*

TOM TAT: Muc dich cua bai béo nay 1a khao sat, nghién ciru cac du hiéu tinh thai nhan thic
duoc sinh vién dai hoc sir dung trong bai Vlet nghi luén tiéng Anh. Dix lidu cho nghién ciru dugc thu
thap tir 75 bai luén do sinh vién tham gia viét. Két qua nghién ctru chi ra rang sinh vién st dung nhiéu
nhit cac phuong tién tinh thai nhan thirc & mirc d6 chic chin thip. Cac phuong tién ngdn nglr ma
sinh vién sir dung dé biéu dat ¥ nghia tinh thai nhan thirc chua that su da dang, chu yéu tap trung vao
dong tir khuyét thiéu. Tir két qua trén, bai bdo dua ra mot vai goi y vé viéc giang day cach ding tinh
thai nhan thirc cho nguoi hoc.
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1. Mé dau

1.1. Tinh thai

Vén @ tinh thai (modality) trong cic ngdn ngit dd dugc nhiéu hoc gia nghién citu ca trong 16gic
hoc va ngdn ngit hoc. Tinh thai chi mot pham trt ngit nghia rong 16n lién quan téi mbi quan hé giita
ngudi néi, ndi dung miéu ta trong phat ngén va thuc té. Theo Cao Xuan Hao (1991, tr.96), “Néi dung
ciia mét ménh dé dwoc chia lam hai phan. Phan thir nhat goi la ngén liéu (lexis hay dictum), tirc cdi
tdp hop gom so thuyét (vi ngik 16-gich) va cdc tham t6 ciia né dwoc xét nhie mét moi lién hé tiem
nang, va phdn thit hai goi la tinh thadi (modallte) la cdch thice hién moi lién hé dy, cho bzét mdz lién
hé ay la co that (hién thuc) hay la khong co (phu dinh nd, coi né la phi hién thuc), la tdt yéu hay
khéng tat yéu, la cé thé cé duwoc hay khong thé ¢é duoe.”. Theo Halliday (2000, tr.356), “tinh thdi dé
cap d‘en cac linh viee y nghia nam giita co va khéng-nén tang trung gian gitta cuc tich cuc va tiéu
cuc.”. Saeed (2008) cho rang, tinh thai la mdt cong cu cho phép nguoi ndi thé hién mirc do cam két
cua ho dbi vé6i tinh x4c thuc ciia mot tuyén bd, didu nay co thé duoc thuc hién bang cach st dung cac
chién luoc ngon ngit khac nhau. N6i cach khac, tinh thai c6 chirc nang thé hién thai do cia ngudi noi
hodc ngudi viét ddi voi ménh dé caa minh.

Bén chét tinh thai trong ngon ngit 1a van dé rat rong, mdi nha nghién ctru ngdn ngir thuong chon
cho minh huéng tiép can riéng; do vy, c6 rat nhidu cach phan loai tinh thai khac nhau. Lyons (1977)
dua ra sy phan biét gitra tinh thai nhén thac (epistemic modality) va tinh thai dao nghia (deontic
modality - hay con duoc goi 1a tinh thai trach nhiém boi mét s6 tac gia). Tinh thai nhan thic lién
quan dén cac van d& vé hiéu biét, niém tin, suy luan hodc quan diém cua ngudi phat ngon; trong khi
tinh thai dao nghia lién quan dén cac khai niém nhu nghia vu dao dirc, sy cho phép va hanh vi ding
dén, phu thudc nhiéu vao cac chuin muc van hoa va xi hoi hay tiéu chuén dao duc cia mot nguoi.
Pay ciing 1a hai loai tinh thai chinh dugc nhiéu nghién ctru va tac gia khac cha y t6i. Tuy nhién, con
nhiéu loai tinh thai nira ciing da dugc goi tén. V. Wright (1951), trong mdt cong trinh tiéu biéu vé
logic tinh thai, di phan chia tinh thai thanh bdn loai 1a tinh thai hién thyc (the alethic modes), tinh
thai nhén thure (the epistemic modes), tinh thai trach nhiém (the deontic modes), tinh thai ton tai (the
existential modes). Palmer (2001) lai nhéc t&i bdn loai tinh théi, trong d6 ngoai tinh thai nhan thirc va
tinh thai trach nhiém con c6 tinh thai déng hay trang hudng (dynamic modality) va tinh thai hiru
chung (evidential modality).

1.2. Tinh thdi nhén thirc

Vi vén dé tinh thai trong ngdn ngit hoc rat rong, nén trong pham vi ctia bai nghién ciru ndy, tic gia
chon tap trung vao tinh thai nhan thirc. Lyons (1977) cho rang, tinh thai nhan thirc ¢6 thé dugc miéu
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ta 1a nhan dinh cia nguoi ndi, danh gia muc d6 kha nang hién thyc cia ménh dé, hoac noi 1én su tu
tin hodc thiéu ty tin ctia nguoi noi vé gia tri diing cia ménh de.

Ciing nhu viéc phan loai tinh thai n6i chung, c6 nhidu quan diém khac nhau vé viéc phan loai tinh
thai nhén thirc. Givon (1982) dua vao tinh hitu ching (evidentiality) va su suy ludn (inference) vé gia
tri ham thyc, ham hu va v6 ham cta ménh d&. Trong khi d6, Lyons (1977) phan loai thanh tinh thai
nhan thirc ¢6 tinh chi quan (subjective - danh gia clia ngudi n6i/ huéng vé ngudi néi), tinh thai nhan
thirc ¢6 tinh khach quan (objective - miéu td ménh d&/ hudéng v& ménh d&) va tinh thai nhan thirc co
tinh hiru chimg (evidential - vira danh déu ngudn thong tin vira danh dau kién thirc, niém tin cia
nguoi noi).

Mot cach phan loai tinh thai nhan thirc phd bién khac 13 qua d6 chic chin (degrees of certainty).
Do tinh thai nhén thirc thé hién mirc do ma ngudi néi cam két vé gia tri ménh dé, nén gia tri ménh dé
s& dugc phan tich trén cac thang d véi it nhat ba muc d¢ 1 chac chin cao - trung binh - thap
(Halliday, 1994). Mot s6 tac gia khac lai ding thang d6 lién quan t&i tinh tat yéu (certainty) va tinh
kha hitu (possibility) dé phan loai tinh thai nhén thirc: certainty (chic chin cao), probability (chéc
chan trung binh), possibility (chic chin thip) (Hyland & Milton, 1997).

Tinh thai nhan thtrc ¢6 thé dugc thé hién bang cach st dung nhiéu chién lugc ngdn ngir khac
nhau, nhu tinh tir hodc trang tir chi tinh thai hoac dong tir md ta mirc d6 cam két cia nguoi néi
(Saeed, 2008). Trong tleng Anbh, tinh thai nhan thtrc biéu hién thong qua rat nhidu phuong tién, bao
gdm cac dong tir khuyét thiéu (vi du: could, may, might, will, would), tinh tir (vi du: possible, likely,
certain, necessary), trang tr (vi du: maybe, perhaps, possibly, probably), danh tir (vi du: possibility,
probability, certainty), dong tur chi trang thai (vi du: think, believe, doubt) va cac dang khac. Dac biét,
mdt s6 tac gia dé chi ra rang mac du nhleu nghién ctru vé tinh thai tap trung va dong tir khuyét thiéu,
nhung trén thuc té, nhidu tac gia cho rang cac phuong tién khac nhu dong tir hay trang tir thé hién
tinh thai thuong xuyén hon dong tir khuyét thiéu (Nhat & Minh, 2019). Duéi day 1a mot sb phuong
tién ngdn ngir thé hién tinh thai pho bién dugc chia vao ba thang d6 chic chin, tham khao tir nghién
ctru cia Nhat va Minh (2019).

Bing 1. Vi du cdc phirong tién ngon ngir thé hién tinh thai nhdn thirc chia theo mikc ¢ chdc chdn

va tir loqi
Chic chin cao | Chic chin trung binh | Chic chin thap
Pong tlr/ Biéu thirc dong tir
bet, can only think, can’t think, come | appear, assume, believe, estimate, doubt, wonder, [
to a/the conclusion, couldn’t believe, | expect, feel, find, gather, guess, hope, cannot rule out
not doubt, have no doubt, have no imagine, look, occur to me, recall, the prospects

reason to believe, know, emphatically | regard, seem, sound, suggest, suppose,
say, see no reason to doubt, contend | take the view, think, understand, if 1

remember
Dong tur khuyet thicu
must, can'’t should, ought to may, might, can,
could
Trang ti/ Cum gioi tir
certainly, clearly, definitely, apparently, as far as I can see, as far maybe, perhaps,
evidently, for all I know, for all I've as I know, as far as I remember, as 1 possibly,
been told, in all probability, in truth, | understand it, from what I (can) conceivably
indeed, (in) no doubt, obviously, of understand, in my mind, in my view,
course, plainly, surely, without quite likely, most likely, (not) likely,
question presumably, probably, seemingly, so

far as appeared, supposedly, to judge
from, to my mind, probably, often
Tinh tu
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certain, clear, confident, convinced, alleged, apparent, likely, suggested uncertain,
evident, highly unlikely, incredible, unsure
obvious, positive, sure, true

Danh tir/ Biéu thirc danh ngit
all I know, it’s common ground, estimate, guess, guesswork, thought possibility
(that) conclusion, (the) claim, there
is a considerable possibility, there is
no doubt/ suggestion/ question

1.3. Tinh thdi nhén thirc trong bai viét nghj ludn tiéng Anh

Dbi véi bai viét nghi ludn hoc thuat cliia nguoi hoc tiéng Anh, cac phuong tién tinh thai nhan thirc
c¢6 tAm quan trong dang ké vi nguoi viét phai phan biét y kién voi su that, ciing nhu thé hién thai do
vOi cac tuyén bd ma ho dua ra dé tang tinh thuyét phuc cho 1ap luan. Theo Glenn, Miller, Webb va
Gray (2004), chia khoa dé viét ra duoc cac luan diém thuyét phuc 1a kha ning thé hién muc d6 chéc
chin ciing nhu nghi ngd phu hop vi 14p luan lién quan dén viée trinh bay quan diém cua ngudi viét va
chimg minh cho nhimg quan diém 6. Tinh thai nhan thirc khong chi thé hién sy tin tudng ciia nguoi
viét vao tinh xac thyc ciia ménh dé ma con goép phan tao dung mdi quan hé voi nguoi doc. Do do,
viéc sir dung cac phuong tién tinh thai nhén thire phu hop dugc coi la can thiét d6i v6i ngudi hoc
ngoai ngtr, dac biét trong 16p hoc viét (Hu & Li, 2015).

Tuy nhi€n, theo mot s6 nghién ciru vé viée st dung cac phuong tién tinh thai cua ngudi hoc ngdén
ngit dugc thue hién & nhidu nuée nhu Trung Qubc, Han Qudc, Bulgaria, Hong Kong va A Rap Saudi
(Hyland & Milton, 1997; Flowerdew, 2000, Kim & Suh, 2014, Hu & Li, 2015), nguoi hoc viét
thuong sir dung nhiing céu tric tinh thai don gian, khong phong phi, va dua ra nhiing cam két manh
mé trong lap luan ctia minh. Piéu nay trai nguoc voi nhimg ngudi viét ban xir, vi ho str dung nhiéu
phuong tién tinh thai mang tinh chéc chin thap hon. Ho phan lon s dung ngdn ngir rao don mang do
chic chan thap thay vi nhirg ngén ngit mang d6 chic chan cao. Do d6, c6 thé thay trong bai viét cua
nhleu nguol hoc rang cac phuong tién tinh thai nhén thirc chua duge s dung ding muec, khién bai
viét cua ho tro nén tryc tiép hon so voi bai viét ciia nguoi ban xtr. Hién nay cac dé tai vé cach ngudi
hoc tleng Anh ¢ Viét Nam sir dung tinh thai nhan thirc trong bai nghi luan tleng Anh con han ché;
diéu d6 da thuc ddy nhu cau tim hiéu thém vé van dé nay.

2. Phwong phap nghién ctru

Trong bai nghién ctru, tic gia khao sat 75 bai viét nghi luan cua sinh vién Truong Dai hoc Ngoai
ngit - Pai hoc Qudc gia Ha Noi vao thang 1 ndm 2024. Day 1a cac sinh vién nam thir nhét, c6 chuyén
nganh tiéng Anh, véi trinh d6 tiéng Anh tai thoi diém nghién ctru ¢ khoang B1 t6i B2 theo khung
tham chiéu chau Au CEFR. Cac bai viét khao sat trong nghién ctru 13 bai tap cua sinh vién trong mot
khoa hoc tiéng Anh theo dinh hudng hoc thuédt. Khoa hoc nay gioi thi€u cach viét doan van, bai van
nghi luan va nhiéu ki nang can thiét cho viéc viét hoc thuat nhu lap luan, trich dan, va dang chu ¥ la
cach sir dung cac phuong tién tinh thai nhén thire, dac biét la cac phuong tién rao don. Trong cac bai
viét ctia khoa hoc, sinh vién phai dua ra quan diém cua minh vé cac van d& xa hoi trong pham vi tir
250 t41 300 fur.

Bai viét st dung phuong phap thdng ké dé phan tich va bdo céo cach st dung tinh thai nhan thuc
ctia d6i twong nghién ctru. Sau khi duoc su déng y tham gia nghién ctru cua sinh vién va giao vién
phu trach 16p, tac gia thu mét ban sao cia moi bai viét. Tlep theo, tic gia tién hanh doc bai, xac dinh
sO cau clia mdi bai va danh dau tat ca cac phuong tién thé hién tinh thai nhan thirc co trong bai viét.
Téc gia sau d6 phan loai cac phuong tién nay theo muc d chic chin va tir loai, dém sb lwong va tinh
céc ti 1¢ phan tram.

3. Két qua va thao luin

3.1. Mirc dp chdc chdn ciia phwong tién tinh thdi nhin thirc dwoc sinh vién sir dung trong bai
nghi ludn
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Diém dang chu ¥ dau tién do 1a tat ca cac bai viét duoc khao sat déu co sir dung phuong tién biéu
dat tinh thai nhan thirc. Tong sb cau trong 75 bai viét khao sat 1a 1.193 cau, véi s6 cau trung binh ciia
mot bai 1a 15,9. Trong téng 1.193 cAu, sd cAu chtra tinh thai nhan thirc chiém mot lugng dang Kké, cu
thé 1a 421 cau, chiém 35,3%. Tdng sé phuong tién tinh thai xac dinh dugc 1a 481. Sau day 1a mot sb
vi du vé cau nguoi hoc viét c6 str dung du higu tinh thai nhan thirc.

(1) The lack of job security and benefits, such as health insurance can be concerning.

(2) From my perspective, I would choose working in the offices is the more ideal choice because
of its benefits.

(3) I hold a belief that working plays an important role in people’s life.

(4) Indeed, being involved in the natural world offers young campers the opportunities to enrich
their experience and deepen their understanding about the wildlife.

(5) This essay strongly believes in the viewpoint that recommends parents to organize more
camping trips for their children for some reasons.

Bang 2 dudi ddy tom tit tin sudt cac phuong tién tinh thai nhén thire chia theo mirc do chic chéc
xuét hién trong cac bai viét duge khao sat. Trong ba mirc d9, co thé théy loai tinh thai nhan thirc phé
bién nhat ndm & muc chéc chic thap véi 44,9%. Mirc chic chin trung binh ciing theo ngay sau d6 véi
41,4%, chi it hon mirc chic chan thap 3,5%.

Bdng 2. T an sudt sir dung cac logi tinh thai nhdn thirc theo mirc do chdc chdn

Mikc d9 chic chin S6 phwong tién TTNT Ti 1
Chic chin cao 66 13,7%
Chéc chin trung binh 199 41,4%
Chic chin thap 216 44.9%

V6i cac cau co sir dung tinh thai nhan nhirc & mutrc chic chin thap, ngudi hoc thé hién sy than
trong khi dua ra quan diém cua minh. Nguoi viét khong khing dinh chéc chin ¥ kién minh trinh bay
1a diing, ma dung phuong tién tinh thai dé cho thiy no chi 1a c6 kha ning xay ra. Mot s cau ngudi
hoc da dung “may”, “perhaps”, “can” dé thé hién sy cam két thap trong cau nhu sau:

(6) Camping grants children the opportunities to become a leader in some teamwork activities
such as setting up a tent, therefore, they may gradually learn the useful tips to become a real leader
in other areas of their life.

(7) Developing a love and respect of nature is perhaps easier to do if children get to spend time
outdoors and in the natural world.

(8) If you do not attract enough consumers or investors to your cooperation, you can go bankrupt
after a period of time.

Phuong tién tinh thai ¢6 mirc chic chin trung binh ciing dugc ngudi hoc sir dung nhiéu khi dua ra
1ap luan cua minh. Piéu nay cho thiy du c6 tin vao quan diém cta minh, nhiing sinh vién trong
nghién ctru van mudn git mot do than trong nhét dinh. Cac tir phd bién duogc sir dung nhu “believe”
hay “probably”.

(9) In conclusion, while it is supposed that self-employment can have some potential drawbacks, 1
hold a belief that its merits can outweigh the shortcomings.

(10) Additionally, financial burden should also be taken into consideration as they have to pay all
the cost needed to run that business.

(11) There are several reasons why many individuals believe that the young generation should opt
for self-employment.

(12) Moreover, one of the most vital factors that probably lead to the rise of the widespread of
freelancing phenomenon is the financial benefit it offers.

Cudi cung, nhitng sinh vién dugc khao sat trong nghién ctru nay lai khong hay sir dung cac
phuong tién tinh thai nhan thirc ¢6 muc chéc chén cao. Chi 13,7% ) phuong tién dugc dung thé hién
tinh tAt yéu ctia ménh dé, thép hon hin hai mérc do con lai.
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(13) Indeed, being involved in the natural world offers young campers the opportunities to enrich
their experience and deepen their understanding about the wildlife.

(14) It cannot be denied that self-employment is disadvantageous, nevertheless, the benefits of
being self-employed are still more significant than the drawbacks.

(15) It is certainly true that having job security means that workers will be well compensated if
they have an accident.

Tém lai, mirc d6 chic chin cua cac phuong tién tinh thai nhan thic sinh vién dung la khong cao,
cha yéu chi & muc chic chin trung binh hodc chic chin thip (Hu & Li, 2015). Didu nay trai ngugc
v6i nhiéu nghién ciru vé hoc sinh hoc tiéng Anh trude day. Nghién ciru ctia Flowerdew (2000), Kim
va Suh (2014) hay Yang va Zeng (2021) nhan thdy ngudi hoc trong khao sat ctia ho st dung nhiéu
phuong tién tinh thai & mirc chin chin cao. Nguyén nhan cho sy khac biét co thé do sinh vién trong
nghién ctru nay trudce khi viét bai da duge giang vién hudng dan vé tim quan trong cua viée sir dung
tinh thai nhan thirc, dic biét 1a cac phwong tién rao don 1am giam nhe sy chéc chan cua ménh d& dé
1ap ludn trong bai nghi luén tré nén khach quan va mang tinh thuyét phuc cao hon.

3.2. Cic logi phwong tién ngén ngiv biéu thi tinh thdi nhan thirc dwoc ding trong bai nghi ludn
cua sinh vién

Bdng 3. T an sudt sir dung cac loai phuong tién tinh thai nhdn thiee theo tir logi

Loai phwong tién S6 phwong tién TTNT Ti 1€
Dong tir khuyét thiéu 242 50,3%
Dong tu 99 20,6%
Trang tur 98 20,4%
Tinh tu 33 6,8%
Danh tu 9 1,9%

Khi phén tich cac loai phwong tién ngén ngir biéu thi tinh thai nhin thic trong bai viét tiéng Anh
ctia nguoi hoc, co thé thdy mot nira (50,3%) 1a dong tir khuyét thiéu. Pay 1a két qua twong tu voi
nhiéu nghién ctu trude day (Hu & Li, 2015; Yang & Zeng, 2021) khi dit liéu dugce phan tich cho
thdy hoc sinh thuong ding dong tir khuyét thiéu nhiéu nhat dé biéu dat ¥ nghia tinh thai nhan thirc.

(16) In summary, notwithstanding the enormous benefits of a well-paid work, there are still other
factors which would bring job satisfaction to employees.

(17) In my viewpoint, I partially agree that a high salary is crucial, however, other dimensions
must be prioritized when seeking jobs.

Hai loai phuong tién c6 do phé bién gén bang nhau va xép sau dong tur khuyét thiéu 1a dong tur
(20,6%) va trang tir (20,4%). Két qua cho thay ngudi hoc ding tinh tir tinh thai rat it véi chi 6,8%, va
danh tur thé hién tinh thai nhan thirc con it xuat hién hon, v61 chi chua t61 2% trong tong s6. Mot sb vi
du v& céc loai phuong tién nay duogc thdy trong bai viét cua ngudi hoc nhu sau.

(18) While some people argue there are some statements that it can have a negative impact, |
contend that it presents more advantages.

(19) In conclusion, while undeniably high income brings about a number of benefits for people's
jobs as well as life, there are still some vital factors which candidates consider because of their role
to ensure their career prospects.

(20) This is obvious because founding a company, which requires a huge amount of budget.

(21) There is a possibility that a majority of people rely on salary to seek a job and regard salary
as the most crucial factor when seeking a job.

Nhin vao timg loai, ¢6 thé thay su thiéu da dang trong cac phuong tién ma nguoi hoc dung.

- Trong s6 cac dong tur khuyét thleu ‘may’ ’ thé hién murc d6 chéc chin thap xudt hién nhiéu nhét
voi 47%, chiém gin mot nira cua tong sd. “Can” va “would” lan Iuot chiém 15,6% va 12,5%, va
cubi cung 1a “should”, “might”, *“ could”, mdi phuong tién chi chwa dén 10%.
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- Mic du dong tir chiém mét sb lugng khong nho (20,6%) nhu dd néi & trén, nhung nguoi hoc chi
dung mot ) lugng dong tr kha han ché. T phé bién nhit 1a “believe”, chiém dai da sb voi 42,8%;
thuong dugc sinh vién dung khi dua ra quan diém cua minh. Ngudi hoc co thé dung riéng tur
“believe” hodc két hop v6i mot trang tir chi mirc dd khac nhu “strongly” hay “firmly”. Cac dong tir
thé hién tinh thai nhan thic khac duoc tim th?iy la “contend”, “assume”, “suppose”, ‘“tend”,

“suggest”, “seem”, “appear”, “hold a belief”. Ti 1¢ cia mdi tir chi dao dong trong khoang tir 3% téi
14%.

- Nhom trang tir cho thdy mot sy da dang 16n hon v&i nhiéu tir va cum tir duoc sir dung nhu:

"from my perspective”, “in my opinion”, “probably”, “often”, “generally”, “indeed”, “quite”,

“really”, obviously . “apparently”, “assuredly”. Trong s6 cac phuong tién nay, “from my
perspective” va “often” la phd bién nhit v6i 18,2% cho mdi cach dién dat. Phuong tién xuat hién
nhiéu tht ba la “probably” v&i 11,1%, tha tu “generally” véi 9,1%, cac tir con lai chiém mot sd
lwong khong dang ké khac.

- Cac tinh tir tinh thai xuat hién khong nhiéu va s loai ciing khong da dang. 50% sd tinh tir thé
hién tinh thai nhan thic 13 “undeniable”, mot tir ¢6 mic do chic chin cao nhat, trong khi mot nira
con lai bao gdm céc tinh tir “obvious”, “possible” va “apparent”. Cubi ciing, nhom tir it phd bién
nhét 1a danh tir véi chi 1,9% tong sb cac phuong tién tinh thai nhan thirc. Phan tich ngir liéu cho thiy
chi ¢4 hai danh tir dwoc sinh vién sir dung, d6 1a “possibility” chiém 67,7% va “belief” chiém 33,3%.

Két qua phan tich & trén ciing cho thdy s6 luong phuong tién dugc dung chua phong phu do tan
suat str dung cac loai phuong tién chénh 1éch 16n, trong moi loai phuong tién ciing chi gidi han & mot
s6 tir va cum tir quen thudc. Didu nay ciing da duoc nhic t6i trong nghién ctiru cua Hyland va Milton
(1997) hay Chen (2012).

4. Két luan

Nghién ctru cho thiy gin mot phén ba s cu trong tdng cac bai viét c6 st dung phuong tién tinh
thai nhan thirc, didu d6 cho thiy sinh vién ¢ y thic sir dung loai phuong tién ngdn ngit nay. Cac
phuong tién c6 mirc d9 chic chan thip va trung binh xut hién nhiéu hon mirc d¢ cao, va dong tir
khuyét thiéu phd bién hon dong tir, trang tir, tinh tir va danh tir tinh thai dang ké.

Tir nghién ctru ndy, tic gia c6 thé dua ra mot s6 dé xuét cho viée giang day vé tinh thai nhan thirc
cho ngudi hoc tiéng Anh. Tht nhat, néu mubn ngudi hoc sir dung duge cic phuong tién tinh thai
nhan thuc, giao vién can giup nguoi hoc nhan thirc dugc 1i do cho viéc dung cong cu ngén ngilt nay
va cho ngudi hoc tiép xtic v6i nhiéu nguon van ban c¢é sur dung tinh thai nhan thie. Thir hai, gido vién
nén cung cap cho nguoi hoc mét hé thong da dang cac phuong tién, khong chi tap trung vao dong tir
khuyet thiéu ma c6 thé nhan manh thém nhiéu cic dién dat voi dong tir, trang tir, tinh tir hay danh tir
dé viéc st dung tinh thai nhan thirc dugc linh hoat va dat hiéu qua cao.

Bai nghién ctru nay da tim ra mot sé dic diém Vé cach sir dung tinh thai nhén thirc cia mét nhom
sinh vién hoc tiéng Anh, tuy nhién s6 luong bai viét chwa nhidu va cac sinh vién dugc khao sit co
trinh d6 chénh léch khong nhiéu, nén ngudn ngir liéu co thé chwa du da dang. Nhiing dé tai nghién
ctru sau ¢6 chu dé tuong tu nén can nhéc thu thap ngtr li€u tir mat $6 luong bai viét 16n hon, két hop
v6i viée ddi chiéu kha nang dung tinh thai nhan thirc cia hoc sinh & nhiéu trinh d6 khac nhau, hay
cach dung tinh thai nhan thire cua nguodi hoc ngoai ngit voi ngudi ban xi dé co nhitng két qua nghién
ctru sau hon.

TAI LIEU THAM KHAO
Tiéng Viét
1. Cao Xuan Hao (1991), Tiéng Viét - So thio ngit phdp chire ndng (quyén 1). Ha Noi: Nxb
Khoa hoc xa hoi.
Tiéng Anh
2. Chen, Z. (2012), Expression of epistemic stance in EFL Chinese university students’ writing,.
English Language Teaching, 5(10), 173-179.



110 NGON NGU & POI SONG S6 8(357)-2024

3.  Glenn, C., Miller, R. K., Webb, S. S., Gary, L., & Hodge, J. C. (2004), Hodges  harbrace
handbook (15th ed.). Boston: Thompson Heinle.

4. Givon, T. (1982), Evidentiality and Epistemic Space. Studies in Language, 6(1), 23-49.

5. Halliday, M. A. K. (1994), An Introduction to Functional Grammar (2nd ed.). London:
Arnold.

6. Halliday, M. A. K. (2000),, An introduction to functional grammar. Beijing: Foreign
Language Teaching and Research Press.

7. Hu, C. & Li, X. (2015), Epistemic modality in the argumentative essays of Chinese EFL
learners. English Language Teaching, 8(6), 20-31.

8. Hyland, K., & Milton, J. (1997), Qualification and certainty in L1 and L2 students' writing.
Journal of Second Language Writing, 6(2), 183-205.

9. Flowerdew, J. (2000), Investigating referential and pragmatic errors in a learner corpus. In L.
Burnard, & T. McEnery (Eds.), Rethinking language pedagogy from a corpus perspective
(pp. 145-154). Frankfurt: Peter Lang.

10. Kim, C., & Suh, H. (2014), Epistemic rhetorical stance: Hedges and boosters in L1 and L2
students’ English writing. The Linguistic Association of Korea Journal, 22(2), 61-93.

11. Lyons, J. (1977), Semantics. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

12. Palmer, F. R. (2001), Mood and modality (2nd ed.). Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

13. Saeed, J. (2008), Semantics. New Jersey: Wiley-Blackwell.

14. T.N. M. Nhat & N. T. D. Minh (2019), Epistemic modality in TED talks on education. VNU
Journal of Foreign Studies, 35(4), 75-91.

15. Yang, D. & Zeng, X. (2021), Epistemic modality and projection in argumentative writing: A
corpus-driven comparison of Chinese English majors and native English speakers, Theory
and Practice in Language Studies, 11(4), 412-421.

16. von Wright, G. H. (1951). 4n essay in modal logic. Amsterdam: North-Holland Pub. Co.

Epistemic modality in English argumentative essays
of university students

Abstract: The aim of this research paper is to examine the epistemic modality markers used by
EFL university students in their argumentative essays. The data for the study was gathered from 75
essays written by the student participants. The findings of the study indicate that students preferred to
use epistemic modality markers with a low degree of certainy. The lexical devices they used to
convey epistemic modality were rather limited, with the majority being modal verbs. The study drew
implications and suggestions about teachers’ epistemic modality instructions.

Key words: modality; epistemic modality; argumentative essays; EFL classes writing class,
university students.



