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TOM TAT: Bai bao khao sat hinh thirc rio don trong 15i thinh cau ciia cic nhan vét nam trong
phim Anh-Mi. Dya trén khung phén tich cia Yu (2009), nghién ctru ap dung phuong phap hon hop,
két hop phan tich dinh luong va dinh tinh nhim 1am r3 cic mau hinh ngdn ngit va chirc ning ngit
dung. Dir liéu duoc thu thap tir muoi bd phim Anh-Mi. Phén tich dinh lugng st dung thdng ké mo ta
dé xac dinh phan bd tan suat rao don, con ma hoa va phéan loai dinh tinh ding NVivo va AntConc
nhiam phén tich ngir canh xut hién va tan suét tir. Két qua cho thay rao dén tinh thai xuét hién nhiéu
nhét, tiép dén 1a rao don dinh lwong. Rao don ngit dung xép thir ba va rao don ngdn hanh duoc sir
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1. Mé dau

Ngbn ngit khong chi dong vai tro 1a phuong tién trao ddi théng tin ma con 1a mot hoat dong xa
hoi, qua d6 nguoi noi thuong lugng ¥ nghia va quan li quan h¢ lién ca nhan. Vi véy, giao tiép hiéu
qua doi hoi sy phu hop nglr dung, dédc biét la trong cac tuong tac nhay cam vé thé dién. Mot yeu t6
quan trong giup duy tri lich sy 1a rdo don (hedging), gitip ngudi noi thé hién sy khong chéc chin, lam
giam nhe ménh dé va muc do ap dat, tir ¢ han ché de doa thé dién va thic day hop tac trong giao
tiép (Yu, 2009). Di voi nguoi hoc ngoai ngit, viée sir dung rao dén phu hop rat can thiét dé dé dat
duogc cac muyc dich giao tiép.

Viéc sir dung rao don chiu anh hudng rat 16n ctia yéu td van hoa va khac biét 15 rét giira cic ngdn
ngit. Trong tiéng Viét, lich sy thuong duoc biéu dat qua 16i noi gian tiép, trang tir giam nhe, tir ngit
khiém nhuong. Khi dich sang tleng Anh, nhitng yéu t6 nay co the khong phan anh tron ven gia tri
nglr dung. Diéu nay cho thiy su can thiét cua viéc nghién ctru vé cach thirc st dung rao don trong
giao tlep

Rao don trong giao tiép dic biét phd bién trong 10i thinh ciu - mot hanh vi ngdn ngir von tiém an
su ap dat va de doa thé dién (Brown & Levinson, 2007). Thong qua rao dén, ngudi no6i lam diu mirc
do chi thi cua phat ngén va tang muc do lich su, nhét 13 trong bdi canh c6 khoang cach xa hoi hodc
quyén lyc giao tiép.

Ngoai ra, giéi tinh cling dugc xem 13 mot bién sb quan trong trong nghién ctru dung hoc. Nhiéu
bang chimg cho thay su khéac biét trong cach sir dung rao don giita nam va nit. Trén co s d6, nghién
ctru tap trung khao sat hinh thirc ctia phuong tién rao don duoc sir dung trong 10i thinh cau cta cac
nhan vat nam trong hdi thoai phim Anh - Mi. Dya trén khung phan loai ctia Yu (2009), nghién ctru
xéc dinh va phan tich cac dang thirc ngdn ngir ciia phuong tién rao dén xuét hién trong dit liéu. Trong
tam ciia nghién ciru 1a mo ta va so sanh sy phan bd ciia cac hinh thirc rao don trong 16i thinh cau, thay
vi di sdu vao chirc ning giao tiép ciia chiing, qua d6 dong gbép vao nghién ctru ngit dung va giang day
ngdn ngir.
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2. Co so li thuyét

2.1. Dinh nghia rao don

Khai niém “rao dén” duoc tiép can tir nhidu goc do khac nhau. Lakoff (1972) dinh nghia rao don
1a “nhitng tir hoac cum tir 6 chirc nang lam cho mgt phat ngon tro nén it nhiéu mo ho” (tr. 195).
Lakoff cho rang cac cum tir nhu sort of, kind of (kiéu nhu), rather (kha 13) va approximately (xap xi)
cho phép ngudi noi linh hoat trong phat ngodn va tranh cam két tuyét ddi. Theo cach hiéu nay, rao don
¢6 chirc nang 1am giam trach nhiém ciia nguoi noi dbi véi tinh chan xac ctia phat ngon, vi ching

“chuyén trach nhiém doi voi phat biéu ra xa nguoi nor” (Lakoft, 1975, tr.55). Dya trén cong trinh cua
Lakoff, Brown va Levinson (1987) da dé xuat mot dinh nghia gin véi khia canh céu trac cta rao don,
theo d6 rao dén dwoc xem 13 “mdt tiéu tir, tir hodic cum tir c6 chive nang diéu chinh mitc dg thanh vién
ciia mgt vi ngit hodc mot cum danh tir trong mot tap hop; qua dé cho thdy rang tinh chat thanh vién
chi mang tinh cuc bo hodc chi dung ¢ mot 56 khia canh nhat dinh, hodc dung va ddy du hon so voi du

én” (tr.145).

Tu goc do tu tir hoc, Swales (1990) khai niém hoa rao dén nhu nhitng phuong tién dé “thé hién su
trung thuec, khiém ton va thdn trong trong cdc bdo cdo ti thudt, dong thoi khéo léo tao ra khéng gian
cho tranh ludn trong cdc linh viec ¢ nhiéu nha nghién ciu tham gia” (tr.175). Quan diém nay da
duogc ap dung rong rii trong nghién ciru vé viét hoc thuat (Hyland, 1996; Yu, 2009). Theo hudng tiép
can nay, Yu (2009) m¢ rong khai niém rao don tir goc do ngir dung va ngén ngir hoc xa hoi, xem rao
don nhu nhirng ngudn lyc ngdn ngit gop phan dinh hinh mdi quan hé lién nhéan va té chic dién ngon.
Cu thé, Yu xé4c dinh rao dén la cac phuong tién ngir diéu, tr vung, ct phap, dién ngdn hodc chién
lugc gitp tao diéu kién cho glao tiép hiéu qua.

Trong nghién ciru nay, "rao don" duoc hiéu la phwong tién ngon ngit, bao gdm nhimng don vi tir
vung va cum tir ngudi néi str dung dé giam luc ngdn trung va mure do truc tiép cua 16i thinh cau.

2.2. Phaén logi rao don

Rao don duoc xem xét tir nhiéu binh dién: ngit nghia, ngit dung, ¢t phap va chtc ning, trong dé
mdi binh dién déu c6 dong gdp vao viée 1am sang to cach ngudi néi didu chinh mic do cam két dbi
v6i ndi dung ménh dé va kién tao y nghia lién nhén.

T goc d6 nglr dyng, Prince va cong su (1982) phén biét gitra biéu thirc xdp dinh (approximators),
vbn bd nghia truc tiép cho ndi dung ménh dé, va biéu thire che chdn (shields), 1a nhiing phuong tién
gitip giam nhe trach nhiém cia ngudi n6i ma khong 1am thay déi gia tri ménh dé. Tang (2013) ké
thira va chi tiét hoa phan loai ctia Prince va cong su béng cach xac lap hai tiéu loai biéu thirc x?ip dinh
1a biéu thirc diéu d¢ (adaptors) va biéu thirc wée 1é (rounders) ciing véi hai tiéu loai biéu thirc che
chén 14 che chdn kha tin (plausibility shields) va che chdn quy thuéc (attribution shields). Trong do,
biéu thie diéu do giam nhe sy danh gia va muc do chic chan (vi du: hoi thé 16), trong khi biéu thirc
woc 1¢ thé hién sy khong chinh xac vé s0 lugng hodc pham vi (vi du: khodng, do chimg). Nguoc lai,
cac biéu thirc che chan bao hiéu lap truong nhén thirc thong qua phan doan ca nhan hodc nguén quy
thudc (vi du: T6i cho rang; Nguoi ta tin rang), qua dé ting cudng bao vé thé dién cia ngudi ndi.

Mac du mo hinh ngit dung nay giai thich cach rao don van hanh trong tuong tac, n6 khong giai
thich o rang vé sy hién thue héa ngir phap cua ching. Dé giai quyét khoang trong nay, Heng va Tan
(2002) tiép can rao don tir goc do cu phap, phén loai ching thanh cac nhém nhu trang ngtr, dong tur
nhan thirc va tri nhan, dong tir tinh thai, cau trac gia dinh va ménh dé "it" gia chu ngir (anticipatory it-
clauses). Kiéu phan loai nay cho thdy cac chién lugc rao don dugc ma hoa vé mit cau tric trong cau
nham biéu dat xac suat tinh tam thoi va diéu kién cuia phat ngdn.

Két hop cac tiép can ngit dung va cu phap, Yu (2009) dé xuit mot khung chure nang tich hop,
trong d6 rao don dugc xem xét trén ca binh dién hinh thirc nglr phap, dleu chinh nglr nghia va muc
dich din ngdn. Theo d6, Yu phén loai rao don thanh nim nhém, bao gém: rdo don tinh thdi (modal
hedges), rao don ngén hanh (performative hedges), rao don ngir dung (pragmatic-marker hedges),
rao dén dinh lwong (quantificational hedges) va rao dén hon hop (gém: thuc gia dinh, cau hoi dudi
va phi ca nhan héa). Cu thé, cac dau hi¢u ngit dung, mic du it mang ndi dung ngir nghia, lai dong vai
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trd quan trong trong viéc to chirc dién ngdn va thuc diy twong tac ty nhién (Brown & Yule, 1983;
Brinton, 1996).

C6 thé noi, nhitng cach tiép cén trén cho théy ban chit da chiéu cta rao don nhu mot hién tuong
vira mang tinh cdu trac vira mang tinh twong tac. Dua trén dinh hudng tich hop nay, nghién ctru chon
khung phén loai cua Yu (2009) lam co s¢ phan tich vi khung nay phan anh toan dién cac hinh thirc
biéu hién cta rao dén trong didn ngdn noi.

3. Phuwong phap nghién ciru

3.1. Thiét ké nghién ciru

Nghién ctru ndy sit dung phuwong phap hdn hop, két hop phan tich dinh lwong va dinh tinh nham
khao sat cac hinh thirc rao dén trong 16i thinh ciu hoi thoai cua cac nhin vt nam trong phim Anh-
Mi. Phan tich dinh lugng dugc thyc hién dé xac dinh tan suat va su phan b ciia cac hinh thirc rao
don. Trong khi d6, phén tich dinh tinh dwogc trién khai nhdm dién giai chirc ning ngir dung cua cac
phuong tién rao don ndy trong timg ngir canh cy thé, qua d6 lam rd céach thire ching gop phan giam
nhe lyc ngdn trung, han ché mirc do ap dat cua 1oi thinh cau va duy tri quan hé lién nhan.

Viéc phan loai va phan tich cic phuong tién rao don duge thyc hién dua trén khung li thuyét ciia
Yu (2009), qua d6 dam bao tinh hé thdng va nhat quan trong qu4 trinh xtr li dir liéu.

3.2. Nguén dir liéu va ngiv liéu

Dir liéu dugc thu thap tir 10 bd phim Anh-Mi c6 chira nhiéu dang tuong tac hdi thoai khac nhau.
Céc bbi canh nhu gia dinh, noi 1am viéc va quan hé xa hoi da dang cung cip cac ngir canh twong dbi
chan thue cho cac phat ngdn thinh cau. Cac phat ngdn thinh cau dugc xac dinh trén co s¢ chirc ning
giao tiép clia chung, tirc 1a nhitng phat ngon thé hién nd luc ctia nguoi néi him khién ngudi nghe
thyc hién mdt hanh dong nao do.

Cac b0 phim dugc lya chon dua trén ti€u chi: (i) thudc giai doan 2021-2025, (ii) ¢c6 mat do hoi
thoai cao, va (iii) twong tac lién nhan phong phu.

Tir nguon dir lidu nay, nghién ciru da xac dinh tong cong 107 phat ngon thinh cau cua cac nhan vat
nam, dugc xac dinh dya trén co s chire nang hanh dong ngdn trung cua phat ngdn, gbm ca hinh thuc
truc tiép va gian tiép. Trong sd nay, 61 phat ngdn c6 chtra cac phuong tién rao dén, con 46 phat ngoén
khong bao gdm cac yéu td nay. Dé dam bao tinh kha thi va nhét quan trong xtr li dir liéu, nghién ciru
chi tap trung thong ké riéng 1¢ timg phuong tién rao dén thay vi phan tich su két hop ddng thoi cua
nhiéu phuong tién trong cing mdt phat ngdn, do viéc khao sat cac t& hop rao don doi hoi quy trinh
phan loai va dién giai rat phuc tap. Két qua cho thiy cac nhan vat nam sir dung 104 phwong tién rio
don trong 10i thinh cau, qua d6 tao nén tang cho céc so sanh dinh lugng va dién giai dinh tinh vé sy
twrong ddng va khac biét gidi tinh trong cac phan tiép theo.

3.3. Khung phdn tich

Céc phat ngdén thinh cau duoc mi hoa dya trén hé théng phan loai rao dén cia Yu (2009), tap
trung vao cac phuong tién ngdn ngir duoc sir dung nhim giam nhe lyc ngdn trung. Khung nay phan
chia cac phuong tién rao don thanh nim nhom, bao gdm rdo dén tinh thdi, rao dén ngén hanh, rao
don ngir dung, rao dén dinh heong va rdo dén hon hop. Mbi phéat ngdn thinh cau dugc phan tich dé
xac dinh sy hién dién, hinh thi¢c va chirc nang cua tirng phuong tién rao don. Vi du:

“We just need to get out of here, alright?” (Chung ta chi can roi khoi day théi, dwoc chu?).

Alright 12 mot rao dén ngit dung, giup giam muc do ap dat cia 1oi thinh cau bang cach goi su
dong thuan tir nguoi nghe va tao khong gian cho su thuong luong, qua d6 1am mém hoéa tinh chi thi
va duy tri quan hé lién nhan.

Tuy nhién, mot s6 phat ngon thinh cau khong chira cac phuong tién rao don, vi du:

“Benji, get me on that flight to Venice”. (Benji, cho t6i lén chuyen bay d6 dén Venice).

Phat ngdn nay thé hién mot yéu cau truc tiép va khong co yéu td giam nhe, cho thdy su ving mit
cuia cac phuong tién rao don trong bdi canh giao tlep khan cép hodc mang tinh chit cong viéc.

Trong qua trinh xtr li, nghién ctru tién hanh thong ké riéng 1é timg phuong tién rdo don thay vi
phan tich sy két hop dong thoi cua nhiéu phuong tién trong cing mot phat ngon, nham dam bao tinh
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kha thi va nhat quan trong phan loai. Sau khi mi hoa, s6 liéu dugc tong hop dé xac dinh tan sut va
su phan bd, 1am co s& cho phén tich so sanh va dién giai dinh tinh ¢ phan két qua.

3.4. Quy trinh phdn tich dir li¢u

Qué trinh phén tich dugc tién hanh qua hai giai doan. Trudc hét, phan tich dinh lugng duoc st
dung dé tinh toan tan suit va su phan bd cua cac hinh thire rao dén duge xac dinh trong ngir li¢u. Cac
théng ké mo ta duoc s dung dé 1am rd cac mo hinh st dung trong dir liéu. Sau d6, phan tich dinh
tinh dugc thyc hién nham xem xét viée str dung céc hinh thirc rao dén nay trong ngit canh cta céac 1oi
thinh cau Budc nay giap lam rd cach cac hinh thirc rao don véan hanh trong tuong tac.

Dé ho tro “qua trinh phan tich, phan mém AntConc duoc sir dung dé xac dinh va kiém chimg phat
ngon thinh ciu trong ngit canh, con NVivo 14 dugc dung dé m3 hoa va phan loai cac hinh thirc ciing
nhu chiic ning cua cac phuong tién rao don. Két sy két hop giita hai cong cu nay giup tang tinh hé
thong, dong thoi dam bao do chit ché trong quy trinh xtr li va ting do tin cdy cua két qua.

4. Két qua va thao luin

4.1. Téng hop két qui

Trén co s& khung phén loai ctia Yu (2009), két qua phan tich dit liéu cho thdy cic nhan vat nam sir
dung téng cong 104 phwong tién rao don trong cac cau thinh ciu trich tir 10 b phim Anh-Mi véi bbn
hinh thirc dugc xac dinh: rao dén tinh thai, rao dén ngdén hanh, rao doén dinh lugng va rao don ngir
dung. Két qua ciing cho thay sy phan bd khong dong déu giita cac hinh thirc rao dén nay, nhu duge
trinh bay trong Bang 1:

Bdng 1. Hinh thirc rao don trong 16i thinh cau ciia cdc nhdn vit nam

Hinh thirc rao don S6 lwong Tilé %
Rao don tinh thai 48 46,2
Rao don dinh lugng 32 30,8
Rao don dung hoc/ngit dung 20 19,2
Rao don ngdn hanh 4 3,8
Rao d6n hdn hop - -
Téng 104 100

Theo Bang 1, rao don tinh thai dugc sit dung nhiéu nhat (46,2%) (n = 48), ti€p theo 1a rao don
dinh luong (30, 8%) (n = 32), rao don ngir dung (19,2%) (n = 20) va rao don ngon hanh (3,8%) (n =
4). Khong ghi nhén trudong hop nao cua rao don hon hop trong ngir lidu. Phan tiép theo s& xem xét
chi tiét timg hinh thirc rao dén nay.

4.2. Rao don tinh thdi

4.2.1. Tan s6 xudt hién

Béng 1 cho thay rao dén tinh thai dugc sir dung véi ti 18 cao nhat (46,2%). Tuy nhién, tin suat
xuét hién ciia cac tiéu hinh thirc tinh thai khong dong déu, nhu thé hién trong Bang 2:

Bing 2. Rio don tinh thdi trong 1oi thinh cdu ciia cde nhdn vt nam

Rao don tinh thai | S6 lwong | % Téng
Trg dong tir tinh thai
can/can’t 26 25
should/shouldn’t 4.8
could 4 3,8 - Trg dong tu tinh thai: 41,3%
would 4 3,8 - Biéu thirc: 8
may 2 1,9 - Luot xudt hién: 43
will 1 1
might 1 1
Tong phu 43 41,3
Trang tir tinh thai Trang tur tinh thai: 3,8%
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maybe 3 2,9 Bicu thue: 2
probably 1 1 Luot xuét hién: 4
Tong phu 4 3,8
Danbh tur tinh thai Danh tur tinh thai: 1%
chance 1 1 Biéu thurc: 1
Tong phu 1 1 Luot xuét hién: 1
Tinh tir tinh thai Tinh ttr tinh thai: 0
Téng phy ] ] Biéu thirc: 0

j Luot xuat hién: 0

TONG: 48

Béang 2 cho thay cic tro dong tir tinh thdi chiém ti 1& 16n nhét trong nhom rao don tinh thai
(41,3%), tiép theo 1a trang tir tinh thdi va danh tir tinh thdi véi ti 18 1an luot 12 3,8% va 1%. Khong
ghi nhan truong hop nao vé viée st dung tinh tir tinh thdi trong 161 thinh cau cta cac nhan vat nam.

4.2.2. Tro dong tur tinh thai (Modal auxiliary verbs):

Theo Bang 2, cac nhan vat nam chu yeu dya vao cdc tro dong tir tinh thai dé giam b6t lyc ngdn
trung cua 101 thinh cau.

“Can” dugc sir dung pho bién nhat, chiém 25% tong sb rao don tinh thai. Can xut hién trong hau
hét tinh hudng dé thé hién phép lich su, thuong trong céu trac “Can I...?” hodc “Can you...?”.
Théng qua wdc 1& hoa yéu cau nhu 13 mot kha ning thay vi nghia vu, ngudi noi thé hién su t6n trong
d6i v6i quyén lya chon clia nguoi nghe va giam murc d¢ ap dat cua phat ngon. Vi du:

Ken: Can [ sit in the fronﬁ (T61 ng6i phia trude dugc khong?)

Trong phat ngdn nay, “can” dugc st dung ¢ dang nghi van dé thé hién mot kha ning cé thé
thuong luong chir khong phai 1a mot nghia vu chic chin, qua d6 lam giam murc do ap dit cia yéu
cau.

Mac du it pho bién hon, v6i 4,8%, should/shouldn't dugc sit dung nhu cong cy mang tinh goi y,
the hién khuyén nghi hodc gia dinh v6i mirc d6 cam két thap. Biéu thirc ndy cho phép ngudi noi dé
xuat hanh dong va khong ap dat nguoi nghe. Chang han:

Carl: Should we invite him to come and stay with us?
(Chung ta c6 nén moi anh 4y dén ¢ v6i chung ta khong?)

Trong phat ngon nay, should két hop y nghia kha thi voi sdc thai khong chic chan. Thay vi khéng
dinh truc tiép (vi du: Hay moi anh dy hodc Ching ta sé moi anh ay), ngudi noi udc 1¢ hoa dé xuat
nhu mdt kha ning can dugc can nhéc, qua d6 1am giam luc ngdn trung cua 101 thinh cau.

4.2.3. Trang tir tinh thai (Modal adverbs):

Trang tir tinh thai dtng thtr hai trong nhém rao dén tinh thai véi 3,8%, duge sir dung dé thé hién
danh gia chu quan va muc do khong chic chin. Hai trang tir dugc xac dinh 1a maybe va probably,
phan anh cac mirc d6 kha nang khac nhau.

Maybe (co 8): Theo Bang 2, maybe dugc st dung nhiéu hon v612,9%. Yu (2009) cho rang su phé
bién cuia trang tir tinh thai, ddc biét 1a maybe, trong hoi thoai xuat phat tir tinh minh bach vé ngit
nghia va kha ning biéu dat rd rang lap truong nhan thirc ciia ngudi néi. Ching han:

Barry: I just think you should maybe update your pictures to reflect, you know.
) (T6i chi nghi c6 1€ ban nén cap nhat hinh dnh ciia minh dé phéan anh cho dung thyc té, ban biét
day.)

Trong phat ngdn nay, ngudi ndi linh hoat chén maybe vao céu trac céu dé 1am diu bt luc ngon
trung. Trong truong hop nay, maybe xuét hién trong mot yéu cau gian tiép hudng dén nguoi nghe,
dic biét 1a kiéu cong thire goi ¥ (vi du: Maybe you could ...? (C6 1€ ban ¢6 thé...?). Cu tric nay cho
phép ngudi néi wéce 16 hoa yéu cau nhu mot dé xuit nhe nhang thay vi mot ménh 1énh, qua do6 ting
mure d¢ lich sy va giam mirc d6 ap dat.

Probably (c6 18): Mot s6 hoc gia, chang han Watts (1984) va Hengeveld (1988) (dan theo Yu,
2009) cho rang cac trang tir tinh thai tat yéu biéu thi nhiing danh gi4 mang tinh chu quan. Tuy nhién,
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céc hoc gia nay ciing nhan xét rang diéu nay khong phai luc nio ciing ding trong bdi canh khoa hoc,
noi mtc d6 cam két cta nguoi viét d6i véi cac danh gia do thuc chat da duoc chia sé boi nhidu nha
nghién ctru trong cong ddng hoc thuat.

Trong dit lidu, probably biéu thi mirc do kha ning twong ddi cao hon maybe trong khi van duy tri
yéu t6 khong chic chan. Tiéu hinh thirc nay cho phép ngudi noi thé hién ki vong ddi véi hanh dong
dugc dé xuat ma khong hoan toan cam két hay ap dat. Vi du:

Andrew: Bryan, we have the practice court booked at 8:00, so we should probably head out in
about 15 minutes

(Bryan, chung ta da dat san tap luc 8:00, vi vay ching ta c6 1€ nén di trong khoang 15 phut nira.)

Trong phat ngdn trén), probably lam giam muc do khing dinh, khién 15i thinh cdu tré nén linh
hoat hon va d& diéu chinh trudc cac kha nang ngoai 16.

4.2.4. Danh tw tinh thdi (Modal nouns)

Trong dir liéu thu thép duge, chi ¢6 mot danh tir tinh thai: chance (co may). Theo Yu (2009),
chance c6 thé dugc xem 1a mot ddu hi¢u nhan thirc tuong dbi trung 1ap, nam gan diém giita cia tryuc
chic chan - khong chéc chan. Vi du:

Patrick: I was wondering, is there any chance for an advance payment on the prize money?
(T6i tu hoi, liéu c6 co may nao duoc tra trude tién thuong khong?)

Trong phat ngdn nay, chance (co may) duge st dung dé goi mé kha niang thuc hién viéc mong
mudn. Du chi xuét hién mot 1an, biéu thic nay cho théy chién lugc bién thé tir vung nham thé hién
phép su lich sy va duy tri sy hai hoa trong twong tac. Viéce két hop véi rao don ngdn hanh wondering
(tw hoi) cho thiy sy tich hgp nhiéu phwong tién rao don dé giam mirc d¢ 4p dat cia phat ngon.

4.3. Rao don dinh lwong

4.3.1. Phan logi

Ban vé rao don dinh lugng, Yu (2009) dé xuat ba tiéu chi dé nhan dién. V& mat ngit phap, rao don
dinh lugng gom cac tiéu loai: xap dinh dinh luong, tin sudt, mic d6 va pha dinh + tang to Vé mit
ngit nghia, ching tao ra hiéu ung thang do hoic ham y giam nhe muc do chic chin. V& mit ngit
dung, hinh thirc nay thé hién su xr?ip xi hon 1a sy chinh xac tuyét ddi. Trén co s& ba tiéu chi nay, cac
tiéu loai rao don dinh lugng cac nhan vat nam sir dung duoc trinh bay trong Bang 3:

Bdng 3. Rao dén dinh lwong trong 10 thinh cau ciia cdc nhdn vit nam

Rao don dinh lugng | S6 lwong | % Téng
Xap dinh murc do
Just 19 18,3 Xép dinh mtrc d6: 24%
one second/a second/a sec 5 4.8 Biéu thl'I,CZ 3
about 1 1 Luot xuat hién: 25
Tong phu 25 24
Xap dinh dinh lugng
some 3 2.9 %(ap (Elnh dlznh luong: 4,8%
; - - i€u thirc:
a little bit/ a little 2 1,9 Luot xudt hién: 5
Tong phu 5 4,8
Xap dinh tan suét Xép dinh tan suat:1%
sometimes 1 1 Biéu thirc: 1
Tong phu 1 i Luot xut hién: 1
Xap dinh phu dinh + ting t6 Xap dinh pha dinh + ting t5: 1%
isn’t much 1 1 Biéu thuc: 1
Tong phu 1 1 Luot xuét hién: 1
Téng: 32

Bang 3 cho thay cac nhén vat nam st dung’biéu thirc xap dinh mirc do r}hiéu nhét (24%), tiép theo
la xap dinh s0 lugng (4,8%). Trong khi do, xap dinh tan suat cling nhu xap dinh pha dinh + tang to
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xuét hién rat han ché, mdi loai chi chiém 1%. Phan tiép sau s€ phan tich cu thé tirng tiéu hinh thuc
rao don dinh lwong nhim 1am rd dic diém ngir nghia-ngir dung va cach ching dugc sir dung dé lam
giam murc d6 ap dat cua 10 thinh cau.

4.3.2. Xdp dinh mirc do (Degree approximators)

Béng 3 cho thay cic nhan vat nam chi sir dung mot s6 lugng han ché cac biéu thirc dinh murc do
v6i ba biéu thuc: just (chi), one second/a second/a sec (1 14t/ 1 gidy) va about (khoang) voi céc ti 18
lan luot 1a 18,3%, 4,8% va 1%. Nhom nay chiém ti 1¢ cao nhat, cho thay xu hudng wu tién lam giam
mirc d¢ ap ddt ctia 10i thinh cau théng qua viée giam mic d kho khin hodc thu hep pham vi cia viée
duoc yéu cau.

Just: Just 13 biéu thirc dugc sir dung nhiéu nhét, thuc nhom xép dinh mtrc d6 vi nd bd nghia cho
dong tu, tinh tir hoac ménh dé thay vi dinh lugng s6 luwong hoac tan suat. Trong 161 thinh cau, Jjust tao
cam giac pham vi hanh dong duoc thu hep, khién yéu cau duoc cam nhan 1a khong phirc tap, qua do
lam ting kha ning 101 thinh ciu dugc chip nhan. Vi du:

Waymond: Please! Can we... can we just stop fighting? I know you are all fighting because
you're scared and confused. I'm confused too.

(Lam on! Chiing ta c6 thé... ching ta c6 thé ngimg danh nhau dwoc khong? Téi biét tat ca cac
ban dang danh nhau vi cc ban s hii va bdi réi. Téi ciing bi réi.)

Trong phat ngdn nay, just (chi) gitp 1am giam muc d6 ap dit clia yéu cau “ngimg danh nhau”,
mic di ngudi ndi khong thé hoan toan hiéu duoc su doi hoi nay khé khian dén muc nao.

About: About thuong ding trude cac biéu thirc chi thoi gian hodc ) lugng dé biéu thi su ude
lwong thay vi nhitng gié tri chinh xéac. Viéc sir dung about trong 15i thinh cu giup lam giam mic do
chinh xé4c ciia thong tin, qua d6 lam giam murc d6 ap dat va ting kha ning 10i thinh ciu dugc chép
thuan. Vi du:

Andrew: Bryan, we have the practice court booked at 8:00, so we should probably head out in
about 15 minutes.

(Bryan, chung ta da dat san luc 8:00, vi vy ching ta c6 1& nén di trong khoang 15 phut nira.)

Trong phat ngdn nay, about gitp thoi diém dugc dé xuét tré nén mém hoa hon, tranh tao in tuong
ap dat vé mgt moc thoi gian cb dinh.

4.3.3. Xap dinh dinh lwong (Quantity approximators)

Bang 3 cho thiy nam gi6i c6 xu hudng sir dung hai biéu thire xdp dinh dinh luong 13 some (mot
vai, mot chut) va a little bit (mét it), chiém lan luot 2,9% va 1,9%.

Some: Trong sb cac biéu thuc xép dinh dinh lugng duoc xac dinh trong dir li€u, some la mot biéu
thirc twong dbi trung 14p voi pham vi ngit nghia rong, dugc dién giai linh hoat tiy theo ngit canh.
Trong 1i thinh cau, some thuong dugc sir dung dé biéu thi mot luong khong xac dinh, qua d6 giup
lam giam mirc d6 cu thé hodc mirc d6 ap dat cua yéu cau. Vi du:

Sheriff Abel: I don't know, okay? But I sent you the pictures. And they haven't checked out of the
hotel. You might want to bring some others, all right?

(T6i khong biét, duge chir? Nhung t6i dd giri cho anh nhitng birc anh, va ho van chua tra phong
khach san. Anh ¢6 thé mubn mang thém mot vai ngudi nira, duge chu?)

Trong phat ngdn (62), some biéu thi mot lugng gén dung duge c6 y lam mo, tranh viéc dua ra con
s6 cu thé hodc cac biéu thirc tuyét d6i nhur all (tét ca) hay every (moi). Nguoc lai, vi du:

Ivan: Yeah, just time to say goodbye to guys. Me and my wife need some privacy.
(Vang, di dén lic noi 161 tam biét v6i moi ngudi roi. Toi va vo toi can mét chut riéng tu.)

Biéu thirc some khong dé cap den mot s6 lugng cu thé ma chi mot phan coa lugng triru tugng, qua
d6 1am giam tinh tuyét d6i ciia yéu cau vé khong gian riéng va khién 1oi thinh ciu mém hoa, it ap dat
hon.

Tuong tu, cac biéu thirc nhu “a little (mdt chit) hay a bit (mét it) thuong biéu thi mot lugng nhod
nhung khong bang khong, nhu trong phét ngén:
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Harold: And why I am vetting your resume. You seem to have left out whether or not you had any
experience as a member of a team. Could you maybe add a little bit of perspective there?

(Va tai sao t6i lai xem xét so yéu li lich cia anh. Anh dudng nhu da bo qua viée anh cé kinh
nghiém 1am thanh vién cia mot nhém hay khong. Anh c6 thé bo sung thém mot chit quan diém duoc
khong?)

Trong phat ngdn nay, a litile bit of perspective (mét chut quan diém), khong nhim doi hoi trinh
bay day du ma chi moi nguoi nghe dong gop t6i thiéu mét nhén xét hodc lam r6 thong tin. Cach rao
don nay lam giam ganh ning nghia vy va dinh hinh yéu cau nhu mot dé nghi mang tinh hop tac hon
12 mot yéu ciu nghiém ngit.

4.3.4. Xap dinh tan sudt (Frequency approximators)

Tléu hinh thirc rao don nay c6 chirc nang tao khoang cach, tri hoan hodc lam giam muc do cam
ket vé thoi gian va tin suét trong phat ngdn, qua dd, ngudi nghe dugc linh hoat quyét dinh mirc d6 va
tan suét thuc hién viée duge dé xuit, thay vi bi bu¢c phai thyc hi¢én. Theo Bang 3, sometimes (d6i
khi) 1 biéu thirc tan suat duy nhat, chiém 1%. Tan suat thdp nay cho thay sy mo hd vé thoi gian la
chién luoc rao don it dwoc sir dung trong 10i thinh cau. Vi du:

Pyro: Whoa whoa! I'll just say it! You don’t have to stick your fingers in me. Jesus, just ask
sometimes!

(Cha cha! Tbi s& ndi thang ra! Anh khong can phai thoc ngén tay vao toi. Chua oi, doi khi chi can
hoi thoi mal)

Trong phat ngdén nay, sometimes 1a rao don tan suét, lam giam tinh tuyét d6i cua 161 thinh cau
bang cach thiét 1ap mot ki vong linh hoat thay cho mgt yéu cau bat budc. Biéu thirc nay gitip giam ap
luc lién nhan va dinh hinh 10i thinh cau nhu mot dé xuit mang tinh hop tac hon 1 mot quy tic cing
nhéc.

4.3.5. Xdp dinh phii dinh + tang t6 (Negation + Intensifier approximators)

Béng 3 cho thay chi c6 mét truong hop xap dinh phit dinh két hop tang té dugc ghi nhan trong 10
thinh cdu cua cdc nhan vat nam, cu thé 13 isn’t much (khong nhiéu). Vi du:

Eugene: So hurry, there isn’t much time. The world doesn’t know it. They re counting on you.

(Vay nén hiy nhanh 1én, khong con nhiéu thoi gian nita. Thé gioi khong biét diéu do. Ho dang
trong cay vao anh.)

Thay vi khing dinh “Khéng con nhiéu thoi gian nita”, ngudi néi st dung ciu trac phu dinh két
hop véi biéu thirc xap dinh “Khong con nhiéu thoi gian”, qua d6 1am giam murc do tuyét doi ciia phat
ngon va ngu ¥ van con mot khoang thoi gian han ché. Cach dién dat nay cho phép ngudi nghe xir 1i
nt viéc con dang dé, qua dé thé hién 1ap truong giao tiép hop tac va it ap dat hon.

4.4. Rao don ngir dung

4.4.1. Tong hop

Vi 20 biéu thirc rao dén ngir dung (19,2%), cac nhan vat nam cho thdy xu huéng uvu tién s dung
nhitng biéu thuc rao dén ngit dung. Tan suét cac biéu thirc ndy dugc trinh bay chi tiét trong Bang 4:

Bing 4. Rao don ngit dung trong 16i thinh cau ciia cdc nhdn vit nam

Rao don ngir dung | Sé lwong | % Tong

Rao d6n ngir dung lién nhén

right/alright 4 3.8 Réo d6n ngit dung lién nhan: 11,5%

ol/okay 4 3.8 Biéu thirc: 4

well 2 1.9 Luot xuat hién: 12

you know 2 1,9

Tong phu 12 11,5

Rao don nglr dung ménh dé Rao don ngir dung ménh dé: 7,7%
Ti€u nhom 1: Co sé suy luan/Hi€u chinh hi€u nham Biéu thtc: 2

Tong phu | - - Luot xuat hién: 8
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Tiéu nhom 2: Picu kién

if 6 5,8

Tong phu 6 58

Ti€u nhém 3: minh hoa, giai thich

like 2 1,9

Tong phu 2 1,9

Tiéu nhoém 4: Co so danh gia

Tong phu | -] -

Tiéu nhoém 5: Ngudi nghe 14 nguon tin

Tong phu | - | -

Ti€u nhém 6: Hiéu chinh hodc giai thich thém

Tong phu | - -
TOTAL: 20

Theo Bang 4, phuong tién rao dén ngit dung lién nhan dwogc st dung véi tan suit cao hon dang ké
so v6i phuong tién rao dén ngit dung ménh dé, vai ti 16 1an luot 1a 11,5% va 7,7%.

Trong nhom rao don ngir dung ménh dé, mic du bao gdm sau tiéu nhom, cic nhan vat nam chi st
dung hai biéu thirc if (neu) va like (nhu) thude Tiéu nhom 2 va Tiéu nhom 3, voi ti 1€ tuong Ung la
5,8% va 1,9%. Chi tiét vé hai tiéu nhém nay s& duoc trinh bay & phan tiép sau.

4.4.2. Rao don ngit dung lién nhan (Interpersonal pragmatic-maker hedges)

Theo Yu (2009, tr.98), cac chirc ning lién nhan c6 thé mang lai “cam giac hop tac, chia sé, than
mat hodc doan két gilra nhitng nguoi ddi thoai, duoc thé hién thong qua thai d6 deé dat, khiém tén
hodc do du, véi giong diéu nho nhe giita ngudi ndi va ngudi nghe. Bang 4 cho thiy rao don ngit dung
lién nhén chiém 11,5% trong tong s6 19,2% cac biéu thirc rao don ngir dung dugc ghi nhén trong 161
thinh cau cta cac nhén vat nam. Cu thé, right/alright (dugc 10i, ding khong) va ok/okay (dugc roi) 1a
hai d4u hiéu xuét hién VoI tan suét cao nhat, mdi biéu thirc chiém 3,8% tong s truong hop. Tiép theo
1a you know va well, mdi biéu thurc chiém 1,9%. Vi du:

Teddy: We just need to get out of here, all right? (Chiing ta chi can ra khoi day thoi, dugc chu?)

Right/all right/alright thuong xuat hién & cudi cau dé tim kiém sy x4c nhan hodc dong thudn tir
ngudi nghe. Khi dugce phat am véi ngit di€u 1én cao, chung dong vai tro goi phan hdi tir ngudi nghe,
dong thoi danh dau sy két thiic mot ¥ hodc chuyén chu dé. Nhin chung, cac biéu thic nay thuc hién
chtrc ndng lién nhan bang cach 16i cudn ngudi nghe vao twong tic va thic diy hop tac va ddng thuan.

4.4.3. Rdo dén ngit dung ménh dé (Proposional pragmatic-marker hedges)

Trong nhoém rao don ngit dung ménh dé, gdm séu tiéu nhoém, cac nhan vat nam chi dung hai biéu
thirc if va like & Tiéu nhom 2 va Tiéu nhom 3 voi ti 18 lan lugt 1a 5,8% va 1,9%. Dang chu y, Tiéu
nhoém 2 chiém wvu thé r3 rét v6i sau trong tong sb tam luot xudt hién, tat ca déu duoc thé hién thong
qua biéu thire duy nhét if. Trong khi do, like chi xuét hién hai lan trong Tiéu nhém 3.

Céc biéu thic rao don & Tiéu nhém 1, 4, 5 va 6 khong dugc s dung cho thay cac nhan vat nam
khong sir dung nhing chién luge nay de didu chinh phat ngdn, cung cip bang ching, hudng dén
ngudi nghe hodc tim kiém thong tin bén ngoai. Diéu ndy phan anh cach thirc giao tiép thién vé tinh
tryc tlep va huong den két qua tiém ning ctia 10i thinh cau.

Tiéu nhom 2: Piéu kién (Conditional)

Biéu thuc rao dén duy nhit dugc xac dinh trong Tiéu nhom 2 1a if. Trong 16i thinh cAu, if néu ra
mot diéu kién cho phép ngudi néi than trong thim do phan tng cua ngudi nghe déi véi diéu kién do.
Trong cAu trac nay, if dugc theo sau boi mot dong tir ¢ thi hién tai don. Vi du:

Grant: If... If y'all could just settle down, please?

(Néu... Néu moi nguoi co thé binh tinh lai, lam on?)

Nhirng 16i thinh cau c¢é chira if déu thudc loai yéu cau gian tiép theo quy udc dya trén ngudi nghe,

cu thé 1a kiéu Céng thuc goi y. Viée st dung if gitp ngudi nédi dinh hinh yéu ciu nhu mot dé xut
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mang tinh thim do hon 1a mot ménh 1énh truc tiép, qua dé cho ngudi nghe quyén quyét dinh liéu diéu
kién dugc néu ra c6 dugc thuc hién hay khong.

Tiéu nhom 3: Minh hoa, gidi thich (exemplifying, explanatory)

Chi ghi nhan hai truong hop thuge Tleu nhom 3 trong 10i thinh cu ciia cic nhan vat nam, voi biéu
thirc duy nhét 1a like, chiém 1,9% tong sO cac phuong tién rao don. Theo Yu (2009, tr.181), ngudi noi
su dung like dé rao dén y nghia mudn néi hodc truyén dat mot ¥ tudng con mo hd khi chua thé giai
thich day du. Biéu thirc nay c6 chirc ning mé rong pham vi dién dat tir mot ddi twong xac dinh sang
“mét cdi gi d6 giong nhw x”, qua d6 ngu y su khong chic chan trong cach biéu dat. Vi du:

Gru Jr: I need something like... something that I can..
(T6i can mot cai gi d6 giong nhu ... mot cai g1 d6 ma tdi co thé...)

Trong phat ngdn trén, nguoi noi str dung /ike nhu mot rao don xap xi nham lam mo tinh cu thé cua
db6i tugng duoc yéu cau, qua d6 thé hién sy do du va giam mirc d6 ap dit cua 16i thinh ciu.

4.1.3.3. Rao don ngon hanh (Performative hedges)

Khi ban vé rao dén ngon hanh, Bach va Harnish (1979) cho rang cac biéu thirc mang tinh hanh
dong nhu 7 promise (To1 hira) khong tu dong tao ra nghia vu ma chi thé hién niém tin ctia nguoi ndi
vé sy ton tai cua nghia vu d6, qua d6 lam giam murc d6 cam két d6i v6i phat ngon.

Trong dir liéu, cac biéu thire ngon hanh thyc hién chirc nang twong tu khi bao hiéu lap truong ca
nhan, qua d6 1am giam bot lyc ngdn trung ctia 10i thinh cau. Tan suat cua cic biéu thirc nay duoc

trinh bay trong Bang 5: ‘
Bdng 5. Rao don ngén hanh trong loi thinh cau cua cac nhdn vit nam
R:o dén ngdn hanh S6 lwong Ti 1é %
I’d love to 1 1
I wonder 1 1
Téng phu 4 3,8
TONG 104 100

Bang 5 cho thay ba tieu hinh thtrc rao don ngdn hanh dugc xéac dinh trong dir li¢u. Trong do, think
(nghi) xuat hién voi tan suat cao nhat (1,9%), tiép theo 1a I'd love to (I sdn 1ong) va I wonder (T6i tu
ho6i); mdi dang chiém 1%.

Think (nght): Think 1a mot biéu thirc rao dén nhan thire dién hinh, thé hién phan doan mang tinh
tam thoi clia nguoi néi thay vi sy cam két hoan toan ddi véi tinh chan x4c ciia ménh dé. Theo Yu
(2009, tr.88), kha nang mot vi ngir trang thai tinh than hoat dong nhu mdt phuong tién rao don phu
thudc vao “su tuong tac va can bang gitta ¥ nghia nhan thirc va y nghia bang ching”. Cu thé, cac vi
ngit nhu think, suppose (nghi, cho la), guess (doan) truyén tai sy suy doan chu quan, trong khi han
ché tham chiéu dén bang chung thuc té nhu know (biét), say m6i), hear (nghe n6i) see (hiéu). Do
mang ham nghia nhén thirc manh mé gin v6i niém tin c4 nhan, think thuong dugc s dung nhu mot
biéu thirc rao don ngdn hanh phé bién trong ca didn ngon noi va viét.

So véi I think, hai biéu thic we'd love to va I wonder xuit hién véi tan suit th?ip hon va chi dugc
ghi nhan mét lan trong 101 thinh cAu clia cac nhan vat nam. Vi du:

Patrick: I was wondering, is there any chance for an advance payment on the prize money?
(T6i ty hoi liéu c6 co may nao duoc nhén trude tién thuong khong?)

Trong phat ngon nay, I wonder biéu thi su do du va thin trong khi dua ra 101 thinh cau, déng thoi
van truyén dat mong mudn nhan duoc sy hd tro. Viée su dung thi qua khir tiép dién I was wondering
tao thém khoang cach lich sy va lam cho yéu ciu mang tinh suy xét trudc, it truc tiép va it tic thoi
hon.
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Két qua phén tich dir liéu cho thay cac hinh thirc rao don khong duge sir dung voi tin suat giong
nhau trong 101 thinh cAu cua cac nhan vat nam. Trong d6, rao don tinh thai chiém ti 1& cao nhét, cho
thdy cac cdu tric tinh thai dong vai tro ndi bat trong viéc 1am giam muirc do truc tiép cua 101 thinh ciu.
Tuy nhién, nghién ctru nay chi ch trong vao hinh thirc cua phuong tién rao don, tire 1a cach ching
dugc thé hién trén binh dién ngdn ngir hon 1a phan tich chirc nang giao tiép cla ting loai trong ngi
canh cu thé. Viéc nhan dién va mo ta cac hinh thic nay gop phin 1am 13 cach cac nhan vét nam st
dung ngdn ngir dé diéu chinh muc do lich sy cua 10i thinh cau trong hoi thoai.

Nhing két qua nay giip lam rd dac diém ngoén ngir cua 101 thinh ciu trong hoi thoai tiéng Anh,
ddng thoi cung cap thém dit liéu thyc nghiém v€ viée sir dung cdc hinh thirc rao don trong giao tiép.
Nghién clru cling ¢6 thé 12 ngudn tham khao hitu ich cho céc nghién ctru vé ngit dung hoc, phan tich
dién ngdn, ciing nhu trong giang day tiéng Anh, déc bi€t gitip ngudi hoc hiéu va st dung cac phuong
tién rao don mot cach hi€u qua trong giao tlep

5. Két luan

Nghién ctru nay khao sat cac hinh thirc phuong tién rao dén duoc sir dung trong 10i thinh cau hoi
thoai ciia cac nhan vat nam trong 10 b phim Anh-Mi, dya trén khung phéan loai ctia Yu (2009). Két
qua phan tich cho thiy trong ngit liéu c6 bdn hinh thirc rao dén, bao gom: rao dén tinh thai, rao don
ngoén hanh, rao d6n dinh lugng va rao dén ngir dung. Trong do, rao don tinh thai xuét hién véi tin
sudt cao nhat, cho thiy cac nhan vt nam c6 xu hudng wu tién sir dung hinh thirc nay dé lam giam
murc do truc tiép ctia 16 thinh cau nhu mot chién luoc lich sy mang tinh quy udc. Nguoc lai, rao don
ngoén hanh xuét hién voi tAn sut thép nhét, cho théy cac nhan vat nam it c6 xu hudng boc 16 1ap
truong nhén thire khi thinh cau.

Két qua nghién ctru ciing cho thdy su phan bd khong dong déu giita cac hinh thirc rao don, phan
anh xu hudng lwa chon céc ciu trac ngdn ngit khac nhau cua cic nhin vat nam khi thinh cau Viéc
nhan dién va mé ta cac hinh thirc rao don gop phan lam rd dic diém ngdn ngit ctia 10i thinh cau trong
dién ngon hoi thoai ctia ngit liéu phim Anh-Mi.

Thong qua viéc lam r6 cdc hinh thire rao don trong 161 thinh ciu cua cac nhan vat nam, nghién ctru
ndy cung cap thém bang ching thuc nghiém cho cac nghién ctru vé gidi va hanh vi ngon ngit, dong
thoi gop phan lam séng t6 vai tro cua cac quy udc giao tiép va nhimng lya chon ngdn ngit mang sic
thai gi6i trong viéc dinh hinh chién luoc lich sy trong hoi thoai.

Tuy nhién, nghién ctru nay cling con mot s6 han ché. Thr nhit, pham vi dit liéu chi gi6i han trong
mot s6 lwong nhat dinh cau thinh cau. Thi hai, viée phén tich chua di sau vao khia canh ngir dung
cua cac phuong tién rao don. Trong cac nghién ciru tiép theo, c6 thé mé rong ngudn ngir liéu va két
hop phén tich séu hon vé chuc ning ngit dung cua cac phuong tién rao don. Nhimg huéng nghién
clru nay s€ cung cap cai nhin toan dién hon vé viéc sir dung phuong tién rao dén ctia nam gidi trong
giao tlep
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Hedging forms in conversational requests
used by male characters in Anglo-American movies

Abstract: The article investigates male characters’ use of hedging devices in request utterances in
Anglo-American movies. Based on Yu’s (2009) theoretical framework, the study adopts a mixed-
methods approach combining quantitative and qualitative analyses to examine linguistic patterns and
their pragmatic functions. The data were collected from 10 Anglo-American movies, forming a
corpus of scripted conversations. Quantitative analysis employed descriptive statistics to identify
frequency distributions across hedge types, while qualitative coding and categorization were
conducted using NVivo and AntConc for concordance and word-frequency analyses. The findings
indicate that modal hedges are the most frequently used category, followed by quantificational
hedges at a considerably lower frequency, pragmatic-marker hedges in third place, and performative
hedges as the least frequently used.

Key words: Hedging devices; hedging forms; conversational requests; male characters; Anglo-
American movies.



